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YOUR
LIVESTOCK
FARM IS

NOBODY KNOWS YOUR FARM BETTER THAN YOU.
Livestock farming takes dedication, hard work, persistence
and partners you can trust. We understand the critical
importance - and challenges - of helping farm families
determine how livestock and poultry can successfully fit your
farm and family goals. Give us a call – we’re here to help.
YOUR FARM. YOUR FAMILY. OUR FOCUS.

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL CONSULTATIONS
800-932-2436 | supportfarmers.com
The Coalition to Support Iowa’s Farmers (CSIF) is a not-for-profit, non-lobbying organization that provides assistance to farmers at no cost. CSIF is funded by Iowa’s farm and
commodity groups including the soybean and corn checkoffs and the following: Iowa Beef Industry Council, Iowa Cattlemen’s Association, Iowa Corn Growers Association,
Iowa Farm Bureau Federation, Iowa Pork Producers Association, Iowa Poultry Association, Iowa Soybean Association, Iowa Turkey Federation and Midwest Dairy Association.
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CENTURY

REG salutes the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation for 100 years of supporting farmers,
families and communities. We’re proud that biodiesel production helps fuel the
agriculture powerhouse that drives one third of our state’s economy.

© 2018 Renewable Energy Group, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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INSIDE

THIS YEAR MARKS A SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE:
the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation’s 100th anniversary of serving members
and enriching Iowa’s communities.
In this special publication, we celebrate our proud history as Iowa’s largest
grassroots farm organization and highlight Farm Bureau’s key contributions to Iowa
agriculture, our rural communities and beyond. We also explore the exciting future
for our organization, Iowa farming and for all of agriculture in the next century.

CRAIG HILL
President of Iowa Farm Bureau

CELEBRATING
100 YEARS
OF SERVING
FARM BUREAU
MEMBERS IN IOWA

Agriculture and Iowa have changed immensely since pioneering Farm Bureau
members joined forces in 1918 to form a statewide organization. Horse-drawn
plows and other equipment have been replaced by satellite-guided tractors and
drones. Science has revolutionized crop and livestock farming, helping farmers
produce more food, fiber and energy while using fewer resources and improving
our ability to care for precious land and water resources. Improved transportation
and communications technology has also brought our once-remote rural Iowa
communities into the heart of the world.
Yet despite these significant advances, some things remain the same.
Farmers, and all Iowans, still place great value on hard work. They have a passion
for the land and character rooted in faith and family.
While Iowa has grown and diversified over the years, agriculture remains a driving
force in the state’s economy, accounting for one in five Iowa jobs.
And Farm Bureau remains dedicated to our grassroots membership. The issues
we adopt and causes we champion are those that rise from our membership, are
thoroughly debated at the county and state levels and are galvanized into sound
policy that allows us to speak with a united voice.
That grassroots focus and ongoing innovation means that Farm Bureau will continue
to remain a relevant and vital part of Iowa into the next century and beyond.
Please enjoy this special Centennial publication which explores the people,
progress and pride that has propelled your Iowa Farm Bureau to success for
100 years. Also, because Farm Bureau’s strength comes from its members, please
take the time to share your story about your farm, your business and your family
at iowafarmbureau.com/100.
Sincerely,

Craig Hill

CELEBRATING OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY
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MAKING A positive
DIFFERENCE
IN ITS FIRST CENTURY
OF SERVING FARMERS AND
RURAL COMMUNITIES,
Farm Bureau has been a key driver
in improving Iowa agriculture, our
state’s economy, the environment
and education to make Iowa a better
place for all Iowans.
As we celebrate our centennial, we
asked seven Iowa leaders to tell us
what makes Farm Bureau impactful.
Here’s what they said:

1

I believe that Farm Bureau’s legacy
is a progressive organization that
is always looking toward the future.
That’s clear in how Farm Bureau
focuses on youth, education and
always building new leadership.”
2

1

TERRY BRANSTAD

former Iowa Governor and now
U.S. Ambassador to China
“Farm Bureau has always been
there to make sure that farmers
get a fair shake at both the state
and national levels. But Farm
Bureau is more than a voice for
agriculture, it’s also been a great
voice for rural Iowa, and frankly,
the whole state.
The organization is always looking
for ways to improve agriculture and
make progress, whether that is in
improving water quality, reducing
soil loss, creating new markets
for farmers or making the tax and
regulatory structure fairer.

4
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CHARLES GRASSLEY

U.S. Senator

“Farm Bureau is the organization
that brings unity to farmers. That
means farmers’ voices are loud
and clear and are very effective
when it comes to speaking to
lawmakers, regulators or others.
Farm Bureau has great credibility
because of its grassroots
foundation. It’s not just two or
three people at the top setting
the policy, but it comes from the
membership. When the Iowa
Farm Bureau tells me something,
I can be sure it’s coming from
the grassroots. And I see that
strong voice continuing well into
the future.”

2

3

3

BERNIE SAGGAU

former Executive Director
of the Iowa High School
Athletic Association
“There is something magic about
Iowa and the Iowa Farm Bureau
has played a big part in creating
that. The organization’s whole
philosophy of Iowa is making
Iowa a better place to live and
they have made that happen. They
have supported our young people
with their sponsorship of the boys’
and girls’ sports. Farm Bureau is
also a big supporter of academics
with the Governor’s Scholar
Recognition Program award.
The picture of the top scholar
sits in the school’s trophy case
alongside all of the athletic
trophies; that says a lot about the
breadth of Farm Bureau’s support.”

IMPACT

4

JONI ERNST
U.S. Senator

“Farm Bureau provides a powerful
voice for farmers. It is so impactful
because the organization can take
the voice of many and provide one
strong, clear and cohesive message
for the local, state and federal level.
Individually, farmers and other
Iowans may not have much of a
voice, but through Farm Bureau,
they do.”
5

BILL NORTHEY

U.S. Undersecretary of
Agriculture, formerly Iowa
Secretary of Agriculture
“Farm Bureau really knows how
important it is to explain today’s
agriculture to the growing number
of people who are not connected to
farming at all. I see Farm Bureau
as an organization that wakes
up every day working to share a
positive message of agriculture.
I’m very proud of the work we have
done on conservation and water
quality in Iowa, and Farm Bureau
has been a big part of that. It has
been a leader on both developing
sound conservation policy, and in
promoting soil conservation and
water quality to farmers.

4

I also see Farm Bureau as an
organization that is proud of its
past, but is excited about the future
of producing more food, fuel and
fiber while having less impact on
the environment.”

JAMIE POLLARD

6

Iowa State University
Athletic Director

“Farm Bureau really symbolizes
everything that’s great about
Iowa and the Midwest: hard
work, commitment and
integrity. That’s why we at
Iowa State are so excited to
partner with Farm Bureau
on the Farm Strong campaign.
The campaign, and Farm
Bureau, really represents
what Iowa is all about.”

5

6

7

WENDY WINTERSTEEN

Iowa State University President

“Farm Bureau is a leader in Iowa
on so many issues and you can see
it all over, both at the county and
state levels. You really see that
leadership at the local level, where
Farm Bureau is the organization
that can bring farmers, business
people and others together to work
on projects.
But maybe the biggest impact
that Farm Bureau has had is
in its ongoing support on rural
entrepreneurship at Iowa State.
The program helps young men
and women in Iowa obtain the
knowledge and have courage
to know that they can start a
business, make a living and create
jobs in Iowa. It’s a great way to
create a positive future in Iowa.
Farm Bureau’s ongoing support
has made all the difference.
Leadership from Farm Bureau
is also clear in many of the
conservation and environmental
programs here at Iowa State, such
as the Hewitt Creek Watershed
Project, the Iowa Nutrient Research
Center and the Iowa Monarch
Conservation Consortium. When
Farm Bureau comes to the table,
you know things are going
to get done.”

7
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By Dirck Steimel

Growing

IOWA’S
COMMUNITIES
Farm Bureau has a rich history of supporting
rural businesses and communities

IOWA FARM BUREAU HAS A RICH
HISTORY of strengthening Iowa
by supporting rural businesses,
communities and entrepreneurs and
continues that tradition today.
As a grassroots organization, with
resources in every county in Iowa,
Farm Bureau has built the statewide
infrastructure necessary to work
with businesses, communities and
others to enhance economic vitality
throughout the state.
THE INNOVATIVE RENEW RURAL
IOWA PROGRAM, launched by Farm
Bureau more than a decade ago,
has helped to generate more than
$125 million in economic impact for
rural communities. Farm Bureau
has also been a strong supporter

6
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of entrepreneur programs to help
create enterprise and jobs in rural
communities.

allowing business owners to tap
into a wide array of services and
one-on-one assistance.

“Farm Bureau’s impact has been
broad and positive when you
think about strengthening our
rural communities,” said Wendy
Wintersteen, president of Iowa
State University (ISU). “You really
see Farm Bureau’s leadership
everywhere in Iowa.”

“Farm Bureau and Renew Rural
Iowa have made a tremendous
difference all over the state,” said
Lisa Shimkat of the Iowa Small
Business Development Center for
North Central Iowa in Fort Dodge.
“They play such an important role
in rural economic development
because they have the tools and
resources, and can bring everyone
together to get things done.”

RENEW RURAL IOWA, launched
in 2007, works to help increase
the enterprise value of new and
existing businesses in Iowa’s rural
communities through a program
of business education, mentoring
and the financial resources to
help businesses grow in Iowa. The
program brings together seasoned
business experts and critical
resources at each seminar,

FARM BUREAU HAS ALSO
BEEN A NATIONALLY-RECOGNIZED
LEADER in supporting agricultural
entrepreneurs. Three of the first
four top winners of the American
Farm Bureau Federation’s (AFBF)
Entrepreneur of the Year — ScoutPro
in 2015, AccuGrain in 2016 and

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

FARM BUREAU’S

RENEW
Rural IOWA

FARM BUREAU has
helped generate

125

$

MILLION

SwineTech in 2018 — have been
Iowa startups mentored by Iowa
Farm Bureau.
“We’ve worked with the Iowa
Farm Bureau really since about
day one in preparing us to know
how to run a business and how
to measure finances and do all
the funding that’s necessary,”
said Matthew Rooda, SwineTech
co-founder and CEO. “They’ve really
helped connect us to anybody we’ve
needed to talk to (in order) to help
us further our venture.”
FARM BUREAU’S SUPPORT FOR
RURAL ENTREPRENEURS has been
vital for building Iowa’s economy,
said Wintersteen. “It’s a great way
to keep exciting new businesses and
their promise here, instead of losing
them to the coasts.”

in ECONOMIC
IMPACT for RURAL
COMMUNITIES

TOP: Matthew Rooda of Iowa-based
Swine-Tech makes his winning
presentation at the American Farm
Bureau Federation’s Ag Entrepreneur
of the Year contest.
BELOW: Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds talks
with local business leaders at a Renew
Rural Iowa event.

with:

“

FARM BUREAU and RENEW RURAL IOWA
have made a tremendous difference all over
the state.” LISA SHIMKAT, REGIONAL DIRECTOR, IOWA SMALL
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER

CELEBRATING OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY

7

We congratulate Iowa Farm Bureau on its centennial. We’re proud to be a partner in preparing Iowa’s future
agriculture leaders and advancing farm families.
• AGRICULTURE POWERHOUSE: Iowa State University is ranked in the top 4% of university agriculture programs
worldwide and offers 24 undergraduate majors in agriculture and life sciences
• FARMSTRONG: For 160 years our campus, teaching and research farms have allowed students to gain hands-on
experience and create new knowledge
• IN DEMAND: 99% of College of Agriculture and Life Sciences grads are on the job or in advanced education
within six months of graduation
• SOURCE FOR INNOVATION: Farm Bureau support has allowed Iowa State to foster entrepreneurship; discover
new ways to improve profitability; protect Iowa’s air, water and soil; and create new markets for agricultural
products
• TRUSTED RESOURCE: Ag and Natural Resources Extension professionals are a trusted source for Iowa farmers
with 200,000 contacts annually
• CYCLONE STATE: 65% of new agriculture and life sciences grads stay in Iowa, 24,000 college alumni live in Iowa

ADVANCING

AGRICULTURE FOR 100 YEARS

@iastate_cals

8

@IowaStateU.AgLifeSciences
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ENVIRONMENT

Farm Bureau has been an environmental leader
in Iowa throughout its 100-year history.

A CONSERVATION
LEADER
By Dirck Steimel

THROUGHOUT THE DECADES,

Iowa Farm Bureau has taken on the
challenge of improving water quality
finding new and improved ways to
reduce soil loss, fostering programs
to develop conservation structures,
advocating for conservation funding,
funding research and developing
partnerships to enhance watersheds.
Iowa Farm Bureau has led by
promoting and harnessing the strong
conservation and natural resource
stewardship ethic that is naturally
prevalent across Iowa’s generational
farms, said Dean Lemke, a veteran
of Iowa conservation work for the
Iowa Department of Agriculture
and Land Stewardship and other
state agencies.
“Farm Bureau has been front
and center in leading the efforts
for conservation funding in a very
genuine way,” Lemke said. “That’s
because the organization does
such a good job of representing the
values of its grassroots membership,
the farm families who are active
environmentalists.”

The organization is a strong supporter of the

As we begin our
state’s water quality initiative, which is focused
second century,
Farm Bureau remains on implementing the practices outlined in the
dedicated to helping
Iowa Nutrient Reduction Strategy.
farmers build on
their conservation
legacy by further reducing erosion
funding to support farmers’ efforts
to save Iowa’s precious soil,
to improve water quality. That
improving the quality of our state’s
funding was signed into law in early
water and reducing farmers’ overall
2018 by Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds, the
environmental footprint.
first piece of legislation she signed
The organization is a strong
supporter of the state’s water
quality initiative, which is focused
on implementing the practices
outlined in the Iowa Nutrient
Reduction Strategy. Farm Bureau
was there at the beginning, helping
to lead development of the strategy
and has since worked hard to build
participation, says John Lawrence,
vice president of Iowa State
University Extension and Outreach.
“Farm Bureau was a key partner
in developing the strategy, but also
communicating about the strategy
and the need for it,” he said.
Farm Bureau also led the effort
to secure long-term, dedicated

as Governor.

Farm Bureau has also helped
farmers’ conservation and water
quality efforts through partnerships
at the local level. A good example is
the Hewitt Creek project in northeast
Iowa, a farmer-led effort that has
significantly reduced nutrients in the
creek, improved water quality and
brought back fish and wildlife.
“Without Farm Bureau s financial
support, the Hewitt Creek project
wouldn’t have happened,” said Jeff
Pape, leader of the project.
For more information about
farmers conservation efforts, visit
ConservationCountsIowa.com.
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FARM BUREAU’S SUCCESS

3 VISIONARIES

LEADER PROFILES

A FOUNDATION
OF LEADERSHIP
The success of the Iowa
Farm Bureau has been
built on the strength of
many visionary men and
women who saw the need
for a strong organization
to represent farm families
and rural Iowa. These
leaders understood the

James R. Howard

Ruth Buxton Sayre

Dean R. Kleckner

value in working together to
better their families, their
communities and their state

JAMES R. HOWARD

and their legacy lives on.

James R. Howard of Marshall
County was the first president of
the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation
and later was elected president
of the American Farm Bureau
Federation (AFBF).
Howard realized that the era of
pioneer farming was over, and knew
that farmers needed to speak with
one voice to have in uence. He took
that message to the county, state

10
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and, ultimately, to the national level,
helping to spearhead the formation
of the AFBF.
Speaking at the first AFBF
convention, Howard said: “The
county Farm Bureaus enabled us to
look over our line fences, the state
organizations enabled us to work
on our state problems and now, we
have before us the possibility of a
national association to create the
national agricultural spirit.”

PROFILES

RUTH BUXTON SAYRE
Ruth Buxton Sayre was one of the
earliest Farm Bureau leaders and
earned the name “First Lady of
the Farm.”
Sayre helped found the women’s
division of the Iowa Farm Bureau in
the 1920s. Traveling from farm to
farm in her Model T Ford, she built
support for Farm Bureau and for
women’s programs.
Sayre later advanced into national
and international leadership roles
as the chair of both the Associated
Women of the American Farm
Bureau and Associated Country
Women of the World, a global
organization that’s still in existence
today. Sayre also served as the

only woman on President Dwight
Eisenhower’s Farm Advisory
Committee.
Sayre’s passion for farming and
support for farm women always
showed through. As she said at the
time of her state election, it is only
by working together for their mutual
interests that farm families “can
have any hope of solving problems of
their farm home, whether they are
economic, educational or cultural.”

DEAN R. KLECKNER
Dean Kleckner, who was president
of the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation
and of the American Farm Bureau
Federation from 1986 to 2000,
worked hard to build export markets

and support farmers’ incomes.
Growing up in Floyd County, he had
a plain-speaking manner, a keen
sense of humor, great listening
skills and a sharp memory which
helped him build strong relationships
everywhere he went. And that was a
lot of places.
In all, Kleckner traveled to more
than 80 countries and met countless
foreign leaders, ag ministers and
countless thousands of others to
help pry open doors for additional
sales of grains and meats for
farmers in Iowa and around the
country. Kleckner’s vision for the
future of U.S. agriculture stretched
far and wide, all around the globe,
and Iowa farmers and all Iowans are
much better off because of that.

THANK YOU IOWA
FARM BUREAU FOR

100
YEARS
OF SUPPORTING
IOWA’S FARMERS!

CELEBRATING OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY
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HOOVES UP
We’re celebrating
100 years of Iowa
Farm Bureau.

Thanks for a century of quality coverage!
Vermeer, the Vermeer logo and Equipped to Do More are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries.
© 2018 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

FCSAMERICA .COM

IF AGRICULTURE
MEANS SOMETHING
TO YOU, YOU MEAN
EVERYTHING TO US.
Farm Credit Services of America is
dedicated to the business of agriculture.
It isn’t just something we do, it’s everything
we do – an entire organization that spends
every working day thinking, planning and
investing in ways to serve you better.
Discover the benefits of a lender committed
to your success. Call 800-884-FARM.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE IOWA
FARM BUREAU ON 100 YEARS OF
SERVICE TO AGRICULTURE.
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CROPS

EXPANDING FARMERS’

OPPORTUNITIES
By building demand and developing new markets,
Farm Bureau builds farm income opportunity.
By Dirck Steimel

Since the seeds of Farm Bureau
were planted a century ago,
the organization has worked to
expand income opportunities for
Iowa farmers.
We’ve done that by helping to
pioneer the development of new
crop markets, such as biofuels
and bio-materials, and by building
and sustaining strong and reliable
domestic and export markets.
We’ve also led the way in helping
farmers reduce energy costs
through the development of
alternative energy sources, such
as wind, solar and biomass.
Farm Bureau’s long-standing
support for biofuels helped make
Iowa the nation’s leader in both
ethanol and biodiesel. That has, in
turn, significantly boosted demand
for corn and soybeans.
“Farm Bureau was a big part of
farmer-led resurgence of the

biofuel industry in Iowa,” said Lucy
Norton, managing director of Iowa
Renewable Fuels Association.
“It was instrumental in bringing
expertise that farmers needed as
they led the way to making Iowa the
renewable fuels leader.”
Farm Bureau was also instrumental
in keeping Iowa the leader in
renewable research for both
biofuels and bio-based materials,
says Robert Brown, director of ISU’s
Bioeconomy Institute. “We saw a
tremendous surge in interest in
biofuels and we worried that Iowa
would be left behind,” he said. “But
Farm Bureau stepped up with a
significant investment in
which
gave us a tremendous competitive

edge in research. It was probably
the single most important thing that
happened to keep us in the lead.”
Long a strong supporter of trade,
Farm Bureau has led efforts to
expand global demand for Iowa
crops, livestock and other products.
“Farm Bureau has been a leader in
pushing for free trade agreements
and reducing barriers so we can
export more,” said Iowa Sen.
Charles Grassley, who has been
a Butler County Farm Bureau
member for 62 years. “And really,
nothing has meant as much to the
success of Iowa agriculture as the
growth in trade.”
As we move into Farm Bureau’s
second century, we will continue to
focus on expanding existing markets
and developing new ones for Iowa
farmers to ensure that agriculture
thrives for generations to come.

“Farm Bureau has been a leader in pushing for free trade
agreements and reducing barriers so we can export
more, and really, nothing has meant as much to the
success of Iowa agriculture as the growth in trade.”
– CHARLES GRASSLEY, U.S. SENATOR

CELEBRATING OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY
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LIVESTOCK
By Dirck Steimel

SUPPORTING

livestock

Throughout its history, Iowa Farm
Bureau has been a big proponent of
livestock production through policy
efforts, programs and services.
Livestock is essential to a strong
agricultural economy, creating jobs
in rural Iowa and providing strong
markets for Iowa’s crops.
Today, Iowa tops the United States
in the production of pork and
eggs, and is a national leader in
production of other key products,
including beef and milk. Indeed, a
recent report showed that livestock
production and further processing
created more than $31 billion in
statewide economic activity and is
responsible for nearly 123,000 jobs.

One of Farm Bureau’s key
livestock initiatives has been the
organization’s leading role in
establishing the Coalition to Support
Iowa’s Farmers (CSIF). More than
a decade ago, Farm Bureau led the
formation of the coalition, which
is now backed by all of Iowa’s
commodity organizations.

“Farm Bureau was really
the key for us, they acted as
a facilitator and helped us
get it done.
– AUL HILL, FOUNDER OF WEST
LIBERTY FOODS

14
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Today, Iowa tops the United States
in the production of pork and
eggs, and is a national leader in
production of other key products,
including beef and milk.
CSIF works one-on-one with
farmers to help implement
best-management practices
for raising livestock responsibly
and successfully.
CSIF, livestock farmers say,
has been a tremendous help
in navigating the maze of state
and federal regulations, siting
for livestock barns and building
neighbor relations.
“As a diversified family farm, we
just don’t have the time to keep up
on all the rules and regulations
that you have today in livestock
production,” said Brian Feldpausch,
a Grundy County Farm Bureau
member. “That’s a big reason that
CSIF has been so valuable to us.”
Farm Bureau’s support of livestock
comes in many forms, including
boosting the turkey industry. After
the closure of a processing plant
threatened to sharply diminish
turkey demand about 20 years
ago, Farm Bureau stepped up
to help turkey raisers buy and
remodel a plant in West Liberty.

That leadership was instrumental
in keeping the plant, and turkey
farmers in business, says Paul
Hill, a veteran turkey raiser and a
founder of West Liberty Foods.
“Farm Bureau was really the key
for us; they acted as a facilitator
and helped us get it done,” Hill said.
“Because of Farm Bureau, we were
able to add value for our ag products
and create a lot of jobs.”
Farm Bureau also partnered with
the Iowa Pork Producers Association
and Iowa State University to
launch the Iowa Farm Animal Care
Coalition, a first-of-its-kind network
of professionals, veterinarians,
animal behavior scientists and
farmers who are committed to
addressing Iowans’ questions
concerning farm animal care.
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Franklin County farm family’s 70-year history in agriculture
lives on as one of the few remaining independent seed
companies in America.
by John Latham
President, Latham Hi-Tech Seeds

W

hether you’re part of a multi-generational
family farm or you’re a beginning farmer — or
you’re the third generation to manage a family-owned
seed company — we’re all living our legacies. The
activities that we engage in, the causes and charities
that we support, as well as our values and life lessons
are all part of our legacy.

Chris, John & Shannon Latham
passionate about research, which led to the addition
of a soybean line and even higher soybean yields.
Today we work with the world’s top genetics and
trait providers to reach new yield levels for corn,
soybeans and alfalfa. We also work with each of our
farmer-customers to achieve more profit per acre
with precision ag services and protect precious land
resources with a line of cover crop options.

Don , Tom, Bill & Willard Latham — 1980s

It has taken four decades for me to understand all
the lessons I unknowingly learned when I was either
sitting at my grandfather’s feet or following my dad
around the seed farm. Until recently, I believed
they preserved farmland and operated a successful
business. What I’ve come to realize, however, is that
the generations before me were living their legacies.
My grandfather was a problem solver and
demonstrated the importance of helping farmers
increase yields when he retrofitted a piece of
equipment to clean smut off oats. He later began
selling “certified oats” seed. My father was

I’m honored to be the third generation who has the
opportunity to live off the legacy of our land. Every
farmer I’ve met feels blessed to have been raised on a
farm and to raise their family on a farm.
Just as you believe it’s an honor and a privilege to
preserve your family’s heritage, we believe it’s an
honor and a privilege to work with you. We’re proud
to be a company with products and services that
puts the best interests of farmers first, to help you
continue to live your legacy.

1-877-465-2842 LathamSeeds.com
CELEBRATING OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY
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A Proud
History of
Progress

1918

Iowa Farm Bureau is
formed, James Howard
elected president.

1900

1910

1912

First county Farm Bureaus
established in Iowa.

Creating a vibrant future for Iowa
By Teresa Bjork

As a Farm Bureau member, you belong to an
organization of Iowans working to create a vibrant
future for our families, our communities and agriculture.

IN 2018, IOWA FARM BUREAU
celebrates its 100th anniversary as
a leading advocate for farmers, rural
communities and all of us who want
a growing and prosperous Iowa.

lawyers, merchants, real estate
brokers and more joined farmers to
support agriculture as a way of life
and an economic driver that benefited
them all.

In recognition of Iowa Farm Bureau’s
centennial, Gov. Kim Reynolds signed
a proclamation declaring 2018 “The
Year of Farm Bureau.”

Today, Iowa Farm Bureau works to
support Iowa’s farmers, strengthen
rural communities, invest in Iowa’s
future, promote quality healthcare
for Iowans and help our neighbors.

Indeed, Iowa Farm Bureau works for
Iowa’s farm families, but our work
benefits Iowans in all walks of life. It s
always been that way, ever since the
Iowa Farm Bureau was created in 1918.
Back then, leaders from chambers
of commerce, teachers, bankers,

16
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A VOICE FOR AGRICULTURE
County Farm Bureaus and their
members work to improve their local
communities, and their decisions
determine Farm Bureau’s actions
at the state and national levels.

It’s been that way throughout our
century-long history, and grassroots
leadership will remain central to our
organization in the century to come.
Farm Bureau’s roots date back
to World War I, when every county
in the state organized a county
Farm Bureau to increase Iowa’s food
supply. One county, Pottawattamie
County, had two Farm Bureaus,
making 100 total, which remain today.
Farm Bureau members needed a
voice in legislation governing their
industry, improved marketing for
their ag products, and relationships
with other related interests.

HISTORY
1939

Farm Bureau forms
Mutual Insurance Company.

1922

1920

1940

1950

1934

1920

Farm Bureau members
gain access to health
insurance benefit.

The Spokesman
goes statewide.

1930

Iowa Farm Bureau helps
lead to the formation of the
American Farm Bureau.

1970

1953

Women’s Committee is
formed by Farm Bureau.

Iowa Farm Bureau
forms youth groups.

On Dec. 27, 1918, the Iowa Farm
Bureau Federation (IFBF) was created
during a meeting in Marshalltown.
In 1920, Iowa Farm Bureau helped
lead the formation of the American
Farm Bureau Federation and Iowa’s
President James R. Howard was
elected the first president of the
national organization.
A few years later, in 1922, a group of
eleven farm women from different
areas of the state met in Des Moines
and developed a plan for involving
women in Farm Bureau more

1960

1970

1944

Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company
is established.

1976

Iowa Farm Bureau
begins Century Farm
awards. Heritage
Farms awards are
added in 2006.

effectively. The Iowa Farm Bureau
women’s committee worked to
improve the quality of education
in rural schools and libraries,
promoted nutrition, helped lead Ag
in the Classroom programs, along
with many other activities.

SERVING MEMBERS
Iowa Farm Bureau members
voted to begin their own Iowa
Farm Mutual Insurance Company
at the annual meeting in January
1939. With the success of Farm
Bureau Mutual, Farm Bureau voting
delegates approved the creation
of the Farm Bureau Life Insurance
Company in 1944.

Responding to members’ needs
for quality health insurance options,
Iowa Farm Bureau partnered with
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Iowa in 1970. The Farm Bureau
health insurance group was formed
in a contract with Blue Cross and
Blue Shield.
In 1996, Farm Bureau Life Insurance
Company was taken public by Iowa
Farm Bureau Federation (IFBF)
through the sale of shares in the
holding company, FBL Financial
Group (“FBL”), on the New York
Stock Exchange. FBL has prospered
since the public offering, with IFBF
remaining its largest shareholder.

CELEBRATING OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY
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1998
1977

Farm Bureau is instrumental in
establishing ag productivity formula to
provide property tax relief to farmers.

1980

1990

Iowa Farm Bureau
Ag Leaders Institute
is established.

2006

Farm Bureau establishes
Renew Rural Iowa to
help entrepreneurs and
businesses in rural Iowa.

2006

Farm Bureau works to
preserve the rights of
property land owners.

2000

1996

2004

Farm Bureau
Life goes public.

Farm Bureau spearheads
effort to establish the
Coalition to Support
Iowa’s Farmers to support
livestock farmers.

2007
2001

Farm Bureau helps create
an incentive program that
significantly increases
usage of ethanol in Iowa.

COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIPS
The new century ushered in new
Farm Bureau partnerships and
rural development initiatives that
expanded Farm Bureau’s reach
and in uence.
To support Iowa’s youth, Iowa Farm
Bureau began its sponsorship of the
Iowa High School Athletic Association
in 2002 and the Iowa Girls High
School Athletic Union in 2005.
In 2004, Iowa Farm Bureau
spearheaded a collaborative effort
to create the Coalition to Support
Iowa’s Farmers, an organization that
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helps livestock farmers interpret
state and federal regulations,
consult on siting locations,
safeguarding the environment and
enhancing neighbor relations.
Iowa Farm Bureau also created a
new program — Renew Rural Iowa
— in 2006 to help entrepreneurs
and businesses in rural Iowa. In its
first decade, Renew Rural Iowa has

Farm Bureau helps
advance School
Infrastructure Sales Tax
to equalize distribution
of taxes collected to help
rural schools.

mentored more than 3,000 Iowans
and has created $125 million in
economic impact for rural Iowa.
In addition, Farm Bureau played an
important role in launching the Iowa
Water Quality Initiative (also known
as the Iowa Nutrient Reduction
Strategy). Researchers at Iowa State
University, the Iowa Department of
Agriculture and Land Stewardship,

Farm Bureau is a strong supporter of Iowa farmers’ efforts
to take on the challenge of improving our state’s water
quality by implementing the practices outlined in the
Iowa Water Quality Initiative.

HISTORY
2013

2010

Farm Bureau partners with the Iowa
Hawkeyes to revive and elevate America
Needs Farmers (ANF) to build trust in
today’s farming practices.

2010

Farm Bureau begins
Farm Strong partnership
with the Iowa State
Cyclones helping
connect fans to the
farmers who grow and
raise their food.

2014

Iowa Farm Bureau helps
establish the Iowa Ag
Literacy Foundation to
promote agriculture literacy
in Iowa schools.

2013

Farm Bureau establishes Take Root to help Iowa
families preserve their farms for generations;
spearheads the establishment of Iowa Farm
Animal Care to address Iowans’ questions about
farm animal care; and plays an important role in
launching the Iowa Water Quality Initiative, to
help improve water quality in Iowa.

2007

Farm Bureau spearheads
building of the nati n s first
E-85 renewable energy
chopper on The Discovery
Channel to promote Iowa ag.

2018

Iowa Farm Bureau
celebrates 100 Years!

For more information about
Iowa Farm Bureau’s history
and centennial events, visit:
iowafarmbureau.com/100.

and the Iowa Department of
Natural Resources developed this
collaborative, research-based plan
to conserve Iowa’s soil and protect
water quality.

Strong® partnership with the Iowa
State Cyclones, helping connect
fans to the farmers who grow and
raise their food and building trust in
today’s farming practices.

Farm Bureau partnered with the
Iowa Hawkeyes in 2010 to revive and
elevate the America Needs Farmers®
(ANF) campaign. Three years later,
Farm Bureau began a similar Farm

In 2014, the Iowa Agriculture
Literacy Foundation was launched
to help students and leaders
become aware of agriculture’s
role in food, fiber and energy.

Today, agriculture continues to
drive Iowa and its communities,
accounting for one in five Iowa jobs.
Iowa Farm Bureau champions
and defends that progress
by working for Iowa’s farmers,
strengthening rural communities
and helping our neighbors.

CELEBRATING OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY
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By Teresa Bjork

A century of Supporting
Iowa’s Future: our youth
Since its early beginnings, the
Iowa Farm Bureau has supported
and invested in our state’s most
valuable resource — our children.
Our enthusiastic young students
represent the next generation
of farmers, community leaders,
professionals, healthcare providers,
educators and citizens who will
continue to make Iowa a great place
to live, work and raise a family.
That’s why Farm Bureau remains a
leading contributor to educational
programs and annual scholarships
for the youth of our state.
“There are so many ways that
Farm Bureau has had our back and
been at our side. They have truly
been a partner with us,” says Josh
Remington, executive director of
the Iowa FFA Foundation and a Polk
County Farm Bureau board member.
The Iowa Farm Bureau recognizes
Iowa youth for their academic
success with one of the largest
scholarship programs of its kind
in the state, awarding $250,000 in
scholarships each year. Started

50 years ago by the former
Iowa Farm Bureau Women’s
Committee, the Iowa Farm Bureau
scholarship program now awards
54 scholarships of $1,000 each to
Iowa students who attend accredited
two-year or four-year colleges and
universities. Recipients are eligible
to re-apply for the scholarships for
the following year, for an additional
three years of their education.
“I’ve been so thankful to be in a
major where there are people
willing to support youth who are
trying to get their degree and go
on to do bigger and better things to
feed the world,” says Mary Heiller,

“

a senior in animal science at Iowa
State University and an Iowa Farm
Bureau scholarship recipient.
“Having people like Farm Bureau
support me is an incredible feeling.”
The Iowa Farm Bureau is also proud
to support the next generation of
Iowans as the sole title sponsor of
the Iowa Girls High School Athletic
Union (IGHSAU) and the Iowa High
School Athletic Association (IHSAA).
“One of the reasons the relationship
between the Iowa High School
Athletic Association and Farm
Bureau has lasted for over 15 years
is that we share similar values and
philosophies,” says Alan Beste,

I’ve been so thankful to be in a major where
there are people willing to support youth who are
trying to get their degree and go on to do bigger and
better things to feed the world, having people like
Farm Bureau support me is an incredible feeling.”
–MARY HEILLER, IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY STUDENT
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YOUTH

“

But we are also equally grateful to the thousands of
local Farm Bureau members who are club leaders
and community volunteers. Those volunteer hours
and financial support are integral to the success of the
program, which benefits young people across the state.”
–EMILY SAVERID, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OF THE IOWA 4-H FOUNDATION

executive director of the IHSAA.
“Both organizations, and their
members, are committed to
helping students prepare for life
beyond high school and work to
create experiences for students
that will help them develop skills
to be positive contributors to their
communities as adults.”
In addition to supporting the state
high school athletic associations,
the Iowa Farm Bureau sponsors
the annual Governor’s Scholar
Recognition Program, which
recognizes more than 400 of Iowa’s
best students at a ceremony held
in Des Moines.
Plus, the Iowa Farm Bureau
is a long-time supporter
of youth education
programs on the
local and state level,
including the Iowa 4-H
Foundation and the
Iowa FFA Foundation.
“Farm Bureau has
been involved with 4-H
from the very beginning,
with financial support and board
leadership,” says Emily Saverid,
executive director of the Iowa 4-H
Foundation. “But we are also equally

grateful to the thousands of local
Farm Bureau members who are club
leaders and community volunteers.
Those volunteer hours and financial
support are integral to the success
of the program, which benefits young
people across the state.”
Over the years, county Farm
Bureaus have also played an
important role in helping students
understand today’s agriculture
through their work with local
school districts and the Ag in the
Classroom program.
And more recently, the Iowa Farm
Bureau helped spearhead the Iowa
Agriculture Literacy Foundation
(IALF) in collaboration with the
state’s farm, education and business
community to help increase
the knowledge and awareness
of agriculture and its global
significance.
“The whole idea is really trying to
help students and teachers become
aware of the food, fiber and energy
systems, and ag’s role in it. We
want to show how ag is part of your
daily life,” says Will Fett, executive
director of IALF.
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Congratulations
on

100 years of supporting Iowa’s Farmers!

1-DAY CDL LLC
ALTOONA
515-577-8470
1daycdl.com
21ST CENTURY COOP
CUMBERLAND
712-774-5412
ACCESS ENERGY
COOPERATIVE
MOUNT PLEASANT
866-242-4232
accessenergycoop.com
ACHESON AUTO WORKS
CLIVE
515-223-4300
achesonautoworks.com
ADAIR COUNTY HEALTH
SYSTEM
GREENFIELD
641-743-7264
ADAMS PLUMBING &
HEATING
OSAGE
641-732-5623
GEOCOMFORT DEALER
AGRI MANAGEMENT
SERVICES
MARION
319-377-1143
agri-management.com
AJK LTD., LLC
VAN HORNE
319-228-8326
ALL SEASONS AUTO
BODY
MONTICELLO
319-465-5255
ANDERSON
IMPLEMENTS, LLC.
FORT DODGE
515-547-2370
andersonimplementsllc.
com

JONES COUNTY
FARM BUREAU
ANAMOSA
319-462-4805
Jones.county@ifbf.org

DALE HOWARD AUTO
CENTER
IOWA FALLS
800-798-1690
dalehoward.com

BRYNSAAS SALES &
SERVICE
DECORAH
563-382-4484
brynsaas.com

DANDEA ENTERPRISES
COGGON
319-435-2265
dandea.com

FRANKEN IMPL.
& SERV. INC.
ROCK VALLEY
712-722-3941
frankenimplement.com

DECORAH AUTO BODY
DECORAH
563-382-9837
decorahautobody.com

GEHLING AUCTION, INC.
PRESTON
507-765-2131
gehlingauction.com

KERMIT MISKELL
& SONS, LTD.
STORY CITY
515-733-2273

DOC HOLL TRAILERS
OGDEN
515-275-2438
docholltrailers.com

GRABER SERVICES LTD
LOCKRIDGE
319-696-2821
graberservices.com

EAST SIDE BODY
SHOP, INC.
BELLE PLAINE
319-444-3366

GREINER IMPLEMENT
CO., INC.
OTTUMWA
641-683-1691
greinerimplement.com

KESLEY ELECTRIC
KESLEY
319-347-2462
Electric Motor Sales &
Service

BURKE SEED &
CHEMICAL
OELWEIN
319-269-8954
Roger Burke
CAVETT’S LAWN &
GARDEN EQUIP.
LAKE MILLS
641-592-2141
CHARITON FORD
CHARITON
641-774-2586
charitonford.com
CHARITON VALLEY
ELEC. COOP
ALBIA
641-932-7126
CITIZENS BANK
TIPTON
563-886-2136
citizensbankia.com

EDWARDS CHEVROLET
BUICK GMC
STORM LAKE
712-732-2474
edwardsstormlake.com
ELECTRIC MOTOR SHOP
POSTVILLE
563-864-7351

GRUNDY COUNTY
RURAL ELECTRIC
GRUNDY CENTER
319-824-5251
grundycountyrecia.com
HIGHWAY 57 AUTO
PARKERSBURG
319-346-1026
highway57auto.com

COMMUNITY STATE
BANK
PATON
515-968-4131
csbpaton.com

FALVEY LUMBER &
HARDWARE
EDDYVILLE
641-969-4814
ALBIA
641-932-2150
falveylumber.com

HILPIPRE AUCTION CO.
CEDAR FALLS
319-235-6007
hilpipre.com
100 yrs in business

COOTS MATERIALS CO.
VINTON
319-472-4480
cootsmaterials.com

FARMERS FEED
& SUPPLY
REINBECK
319-788-6335

HOGE’S AUCTIONEERING
COGGON
319-435-2302
hogeauctioneering.com

COUNTRYSIDE
CONSTRUCTION II, INC.
ORCHARD
641-982-4278

FARMERS SAVINGS
BANK & TRUST
VINTON
319-472-2373

HOLTHAUS PRECISION
PLANTING
OSSIAN
563-419-0707
holthausprecisionplanting@hotmail.com

ARCADIA LIMESTONE CO.
CROSSROADS AG, LLC.
ARCADIA
DALLAS CENTER
712-689-2299
515-992-4391
arcadialimestone.com
Visit us on Facebook
ARCHER COOP GRAIN CO.
CUSTOM PAINT & BUILD
ARCHER
TABOR
712-723-5233
712-629-7625
archercoopgrain.com
Auto Body Collision Repair
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FOX AUCTION COMPANY
MASON CITY
641-420-3243
foxauctioncompany.com

BILL’S VOLUME
SALES, INC.
CENTRAL CITY, NE
308-946-3068
billsvolume.com
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FIRST BANK HAMPTON
HAMPTON
641-456-4793
firstbankhampton.com
FNB BANK
FONTANELLE
641-745-2141
fnbfontanelle.com

HOTH GRAIN
STRUCTURES, INC.
SUMNER
563-578-8033
hothgrain.com

K & K AUTO BODY &
PAINT
TOLEDO
641-484-6015

KOLLISION KORNER
BLOOMFIELD
641-664-2648
KOPSA PAINT & BODY
GRUNDY CENTER
641-858-5260
LAWSON AUTO BODY &
DETAIL SHOP
EAGLE GROVE
515-448-3944
LITTLE SIOUX CORN
PROCESSORS LLC.
MARCUS
712-376-2800
littlesiouxcornprocessors.
com
MADISON COUNTY
PORK PRODUCERS
DEXTER
515-462-2701
MAQUOKETA STATE
BANK
MAQUOKETA
563-652-2491
maquoketasb.bank
MAYNARD SAVINGS
BANK
MAYNARD
563-637-2289
msb@maynardsavingsbank.com
MILLER’S AUTO BODY
GARNER
641-923-2174

NORTH IOWA GRAIN EQUIP.
GARNER
641-923-2862
NORTHLAND BUILDINGS
800-736-4510
Quality Buildings at a Fair Price
northlandbuildings.com

SYNTEX INDUSTRIES
HUMBOLDT
515-332-3265
syntexindustries.com
TANDEM TIRE
DUBUQUE
563-557-8300
tandemtire.com

PARK FARMS COMPUTER
SYSTEMS
DeWITT
800-872-3040
parkfarmscomputer.com

TIRE TOWN INC.
LEVENWORTH, KS
913-682-3201
tiretown.com

PLANK EQUIPMENT
COLUMBUS JUNCTION
800-325-4494

TJ’S FENCING CO.
HARPERS FERRY
563-586-2023
tjfencingcompany.com

PLUM CREEK REPAIR
NEW HAMPTON
641-394-5628
plumcreekrepair.org

TJ PUMPING
WEBB
712-358-2879

PRODUCERS LIVESTOCK
OMAHA, NE
402-597-9189
producerslivestock.net

TOM EISCHEN SALES, INC.
ALGONA
515-295-3377
tomeischensales.com

RUNDE FORD CHRYSLER
DODGE JEEP RAM
MANCHESTER
888-301-3648
rundeautogroup.com

TRIPLE A SEEDS
CARROLL
712-792-4172
tripleaseeds.com

SEED EASE, INC.
WILLIAMS
800-847-2642
seedease.com

US BANK
WATERLOO
319-235-3285
usbank.com

SHELBY COUNTY PORK
PROMOTERS
PANAMA
712-489-2946

W&H COOPERATIVE
HUMBOLDT
515-332-2782
ALL Locations See
whcoop.com

SHOTTENKIRK FORD
INDIANOLA
515-961-8154
shottenkirkford.com

WATKINS SAVINGS BANK
WATKINS
319-227-7773
Locally Owned Since 1892

SOLON STATE BANK
SOLON
319-624-3405
Ely 319-848-4181
Tiffin 319-545-2226

WELLSBURG AG
WELLSBURG
319-415-4793

Congratulations on 100 years of service
to the Iowa Farming Community!

Need More Horsepower?

Eric or Merlin Miller

641-919-8685

For full-service diesel
tractor, truck & trailer repair

2376 Redwood Ave., Fairfield

Congratulations

IOWA FARM BUREAU
on 100 years!

SummitLivestock.com • 800-213-0567

Congratulations
IOWA FARM BUREAU
of service to
agriculture

for

WELLS RANCH LLC
MALCOM
641-990-0678
SPENCER AGRONOMY
SERVICES (PREMIER DEALER) Miraco Livestock Water Systems
RUTHVEN
WIESER PRECAST, INC.
Darin Chapman
WILLIAMSBURG
712-837-3311
319-668-1888
STATELINE COOPERATIVE
WILLIS AUTO CAMPUS
BURT
DES MOINES
515-924-3555
515-253-9600
statelinecoop.com
williscollision.com
SWARTZROCK IMPL. CO. INC.
CHARLES CITY
641-228-5714
swartzrock.com
TEXASFARMBUREAU.ORG
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TAKING
THE LEAD
By Teresa Bjork
Leadership has been a pillar of
success for the Iowa Farm Bureau
since the first farm leaders founded
the organization in 1918 and
leadership development continues
to be a focal point in the programs
we offer today.

“There is a lot of
knowledge that gets
passed around, and
friendships made.
There’s also the support
that farmers can get
as a collective group,
and right now, young
farmers need all the
help they can get.”
–JACOB HANDSAKER,
YOUNG FARMER

Iowa Farm Bureau’s young farmer
program helps beginning farmers
find success in the ever-changing
business of agriculture. This
new generation of Iowans are
returning to the farm, using their
technological skills and knowledge
to address the environmental and
global challenges that agriculture
faces today.
The young farmer program offers
Iowans between the ages of 18 to
35 the opportunity to network with
other young farmers; develop their
communication and leadership
skills; learn more about the Farm
Bureau organization; and prepare
for a career on the farm. The
growing program now attracts
more than 500 young farmers from
across the state to the annual Young
Farmer Conference.
“There is a lot of knowledge that
gets passed around, and friendships
made. There’s also the support
that farmers can get as a collective
group, and right now, young farmers
need all the help they can get,” says
Jacob Handsaker, a Hardin County

24

SPOKESMAN: A CENTURY STRONG

Leadership
development is a
key to our success.

Farm Bureau member and former
Iowa Farm Bureau Young Farmer
Advisory Committee chair.
The Iowa Farm Bureau also
developed the Ag Leaders Institute
to provide an opportunity for leaders
who are new to Farm Bureau to
learn about cutting edge issues,
leadership skills to address those
issues, and to build a statewide
network of leaders.
Graduates of the Ag Leaders
Institute are Iowans who care
about the future of agriculture and
want to make a positive impact in
their communities, many of whom
assume leadership roles within
Farm Bureau, on their local school
boards, as county supervisors,
legislators and also as leaders of
the commodity organizations.
“My husband and I have seen the
benefits of being involved in our
community. It helps your farm,
and people know that you’re
becoming a better person because
of it. I think it’s almost crucial to
your farm as you are starting up,”
says Beth Rachut, an Ag Leaders
graduate and Mitchell County
Farm Bureau member.
Other leadership development
opportunities include the Iowa Farm
Bureau’s F.A.R.M. Team, or Farmer
Advocates Reaching Mainstreet, a
unique program designed to help
farmers in their communication

YOUNG FARMERS

and outreach efforts at the local,
state and national levels. A range
of training options are available for
interested farmers to help them
connect with stakeholders and build
trust and understanding of today’s

farming practices. The group has
more than 167 participants and
growing while outside organizations
continue to contact Iowa Farm
Bureau to conduct F.A.R.M. Team
training for them.

As farmers continue to face
local and global challenges in
agriculture, Iowa Farm Bureau
will continue to develop critical
farmer leaders to help address
those challenges.

Congratulations
Iowa Farm Bureau on 100 YEARS
of supporting agriculture!
From
your fellow
Iowa-born
brand
& 100 year
member!
Albia
Ankeny
Carroll
Colfax
Denison
Greene
Grinnell

641-932-7142
515-964-0611
712-792-1400
515-674-3565
712-263-4547
641-823-4702
641-236-6514

Grundy Center
Hampton
Hubbard
Indianola
Knoxville
Madrid

319-824-5247
641-456-2534
641-864-2255
515-962-1234
641-828-0570
515-795-3400

Marshalltown
Nevada
Olathe, KS
Omaha, NE
Onawa
Oskaloosa

641-752-1527
515-382-2222
913-397-6009
402-891-1024
712-423-2337
641-672-2531

Perry
Rock Island, IL
Sac City
Story City
Toledo
Urbandale

515-465-5681
309-222-8283
712-662-4353
515-733-4921
641-484-5225
515-253-9005

www.vanwall.com
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CARING
for IOWANS
Farm Bureau is committed to quality,
cost-effective heath care
The Iowa Farm Bureau has
been involved in health care for
decades because farmers and rural
Iowans struggled to find affordable
coverage and health benefits.
Today, Farm Bureau remains
committed now more than ever
to helping our members gain
access to quality and cost-effective
health care through insurance,
supplemental health care benefits
and community services.
In 2018, the Iowa Legislature
approved a measure, signed by
Gov. Kim Reynolds, to allow the
Iowa Farm Bureau and Wellmark to
partner and develop an affordable
health care option, particularly
for Iowans who don’t qualify for
Affordable Care Act (ACA) subsidies
and have been forced out of the
market by exorbitant premiums.
The Iowa Farm Bureau also
provides a suite of supplemental
health care services, such as vision,
heart, hearing, prescription drug
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By
TERESA
BJORK

and preventive-care services at
reduced costs for members.
Farm Bureau members can also
qualify for exclusive member
rates on IRS tax-saving plans
administered by BASE. The plans
allow Farm Bureau members to
save thousands on health care if you
pay for health insurance premiums
or out-of-pocket healthcare costs
for your family or employees.
“BASE is proud to be a partner of
choice with the Iowa Farm Bureau,”
says Terry Herrington, president
of BASE, located in Adel. “Our
partnership allows us to serve
members across the state of Iowa,
in the very state our business was
founded. We are glad so many
members have taken the opportunity
to utilize the member discount made
available through this valuable Farm
Bureau member benefit program,
and hope to continue to serve more
members.”
Due to the shortage of health care
workers in rural Iowa, the Iowa

Farm Bureau
encourages
health care
providers
to practice
in rural
communities
by providing
medical
scholarships
to doctors and
nurses who make
a commitment
to live in a
rural area.
“From day one of
medical school,
the only reason
I went into medicine was to go to a
rural area, where I understand the
population and I want to work with
them,” said Dr. Jennifer DavisHaden, a Des Moines University
(DMU) graduate, who grew up on
a livestock farm in northwest Iowa
and now practices in Centerville.
Haden says the medical scholarship
she got from the Iowa Farm Bureau

HEALTH CARE

Foundation’s Rural Family Medicine
program, in partnership with the
Iowa Academy of Family Physicians
Foundation, helped her meet
that goal.
By providing access to affordable
health care options, Iowa Farm
Bureau is helping rural communities
remain strong and vibrant for years
to come.

“

From day one of medical school, the only
reason I went into medicine was to go to a
rural area, where I understand the population
and I want to work with them.
– DR. JENNIFER DAVIS-HADEN
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GIVING
BACK
Farm Bureau gives
back to make Iowa
a better place.
By Teresa Bjork

Iowa farm families
have always shared
the value of giving
back to their
communities and
neighbors in need, and it is that
same spirit that has guided the Iowa
Farm Bureau’s philanthropy efforts
over the years to help make Iowa a
better place.
In addition to advocating for farmers,
the Iowa Farm Bureau has donated
to thousands of local and state
organizations and activities over
the years to assist farmers, youth,
conservation efforts and Iowa
families while strengthening Iowa’s
communities. Those activities, from
FFA and 4-H to the World Food
Prize and Character Counts, are too
numerous to list, but here are
a few noteworthy donations:

The cyclists, sporting jerseys
and hats emblazoned with the
hashtag #ASIfarmstrong, truly
represent the “Farm Strong”
values of hard work, commitment
and perseverance.
CENTURY & HERITAGE FARM AWARDS

The Iowa Farm Bureau is a
grand patron sponsor of the
Iowa State Fair Blue Ribbon
Foundation. During the Iowa State
Fair, the Century and Heritage
Farm awards, which recognize
Iowa farms that have been in
the same family for more than
100 years, are presented by the
Iowa Farm Bureau and the Iowa
Department of Agriculture and
Land Stewardship.
FARMERS MARKET BAGS

IOWA FOOD BANK ASSOCIATION

The Iowa Farm Bureau, in
partnership with the University
of Iowa Athletics and Iowa
State University Athletics, has
donated more than $160,000 to
the Iowa Food Bank Association
through the America Needs
Farmers (ANF) and Farm Strong
campaigns. A portion of the
proceeds from ANF and Farm
Strong merchandise sales is
donated to the Iowa Food Bank
Association.
ADAPTIVE SPORTS IOWA

Iowa Farm Bureau is the title
sponsor of the Adaptive Sports
Iowa (ASI) RAGBRAI cycling team.
The team includes 80 athletes
and volunteers — men and
women from Iowa and across
the nation — who have various
physical or vision disabilities.
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To support Iowa’s farmers
markets, the Iowa Farm Bureau
annually donates 1 million
recyclable plastic bags to more
than 1,700 farmers market
vendors throughout the state. The
market bags help Iowa farmers
save the extra cost of buying their
own bags, while also making it
more convenient for customers to
safely transport the locally grown
produce home.
EBT EQUIPMENT

The Iowa Farm Bureau helped
launch a successful pilot project
that expanded the availability
of wireless EBT equipment at
farmers markets statewide. The
EBT equipment allows farmers to
accept debit and credit cards, as
well as SNAP cards, which helps
increase access to fresh fruits and
vegetables for all Iowans.

PHILANTHROPY

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE

IOWA HUNGER SUMMIT

Farm Bureau also has
participated in the Governor’s
Charity Steer Show at the Iowa
State Fair since the event began
35 years ago. The show has
raised more than $3.2 million
for Iowa’s Ronald McDonald
House chapters.

The Iowa Farm Bureau and Farm
Bureau Financial Services are
also joint presenting sponsors
of the Iowa Hunger Summit. The
annual event, held during the
World Food Prize in Des Moines,
brings together more than 500
hunger-fighting leaders and

Through financial assistance
and in-kind services, Iowa
Farm Bureau Federation has
contributed to:

Putting you first

volunteers throughout the state
to share strategies on how to
end food insecurity here in Iowa
and around the world.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
about Iowa Farm Bureau,
visit: iowariseup.com.

• Iowa 4-H Foundation

• World Food Prize Foundation

• Iowa FFA Foundation

• Character Counts

• Living History Farms

• East Seals

• Iowa Blue Ribbon Foundation
(Iowa State Fair)

• The Special Olympics

• Iowa Hall of Pride

• And many more worthwhile
organizations

Congratulations Iowa Farm Bureau
on 100 years of supporting
Iowa’s farmers.
At Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue
Shield, every day is a chance to let
our members know they can count
on us. By being there when you
need help. By easing your worries.
By putting you first.
So we’re proud of our nearly 50year history of working with the
Iowa Farm Bureau to provide health
coverage for Iowans. Because we
both understand the importance of
being there for our members when
they need us the most.

Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Iowa and Wellmark Health Plan of Iowa, Inc., are independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
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THE FUTURE

LOOKING
AHEAD

AS THE IOWA FARM BUREAU
HEADS PROUDLY INTO ITS
SECOND CENTURY, it will continue
to build on the accomplishments
of the men and women who worked
to create today’s vibrant and vital
Farm Bureau to support agriculture,
farm families and all of Iowa.
We will continue our grassroots focus
to help agriculture lead a growing and
prosperous Iowa. We will continue
to innovate and advocate for Iowa
farmers and their families. We will
continue to champion our youth
and all they offer our state’s future.
And we will continue to support our
communities by providing the tools
and resources they need to be better
places to live and work.
Through the vast changes in
agriculture and in our state over
the past century, Farm Bureau
remains firmly committed to the
people, progress and pride of Iowa.
We cherish and represent the values
Iowans embody: dedication to hard
work, passion for the land, and
character rooted in faith and family.
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Iowa’s electric
cooperatives
congratulate the
Iowa Farm Bureau
on 100 years
of legacy and
leadership.

Congratulations
Iowa Farm Bureau
on 100 years
Buying standing timber throughout Iowa

WANT TO BUY
Walnut, White Oak &
Soft Maple Trees
No Town Trees!!
Bonded and Insured.
Specialize in Exporting!
Top prices on quality timber.
(Paid before cutting)
We share a mission of empowering
lives and communities throughout
rural Iowa.

HINDMAN
TIMBER

641-485-9071

Iowa Farm Bureau Ad 2018.indd 1

CONGRATULATIONS IOWA FARM BUREAU!
4/26/2018 10:33:14 AM

When that group of Iowa farmers created the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation in 1918:
-

-

The first gas powered tractor in the U.S. had been invented by Iowa born John Froelich in 1890, but most farming
was still being done by work horses
Corn yields averaged 25 bushels per acre
Soybeans were an unknown forage crop
The number of swine was 6.7 million - poultry 28.1 million

100 Years Later Farming in Iowa in 2018:
-

Self-driving tractors with up to 600 HP operating off GPS
Corn yields averaging over 200 bushels per acre
Soybean production around 562 million bushels valued at over $5 billion dollars
Number of swine is 22.5 million – poultry 66.5 million

What an amazing 100 years it has been! Feed Energy applauds the Iowa Farm Bureau for the work and accomplishments you have done
on behalf of Iowa farmers. We share many of your goals.
Our company’s foundation was built on a discipline of using science-based solutions to create high performance energy and essential
nutrition products for livestock and poultry producers. These dietary nutrients play an important role in helping to keep Iowa as one of
the major egg, poultry and swine producers in the country.

We do so with respect for the power of the photosynthetic bio-chemical food chain, to which we owe our whole existence – that, and six
inches of soil and the fact that it rains. We are all in this together. We all must constantly work to protect our soil, water and
environment to help assure the next 100 years for the 21st century Mesopotamia of modern agriculture that we call Iowa.

4400 E. University Avenue, Pleasant Hill, IA 50327 - 515.263.0408
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®

proudly supports

Iowa Farm Bureau
with their 100 years of service!

Shop Theisen’s for all your Farm & Animal Needs

24 Stores across Iowa and Wisconsin!
PEOPLES COMPANY
Y

One of the nation’s fastest growing land services
organizations offering land brokerage, land
management, land investment, and appraisal services.

20132017
PeoplesCompany.com

855.800.LAND

12119 Stratford Dr, Ste B | Clive, IA 50325

BROKERAGES

Congratulations Farm Bureau on 100 years!
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Meet the Team That
Makes Insurance Simple.
Auto | Home | Life | Annunities | Business | Farm & Ranch
When it comes to protecting your family, home, vehicle
or business, you can count on our Farm Bureau team.

65 State Street | Garner, IA 50438
(641) 923-2616 phone | (641) 923-2005 fax

timothytusha.fbfsagents.com

congratulations

on supporting

Timothy Tusha
Agent
ttusha@fbfs.com

from the fs energy and agronomy departments

Ag & Commercial Ins.
Kimberly.Abele@fbfs.com

Bill Gray
Financial
Consultant

Jason Pischke
Sales Associate
Jason.Pischke@fbfs.com

Jeanine Diekhuis

Luanne Lansing

iowa farmers
for 100 years!
Kimberly Abele

STORE NOW

Crop Hail & Multiperil
Health & Life Insurance
Crop Insurance
Luannne.Lansing@fbfs.com
Jeanine.Diekhuis@fbfs.com

PROFITwww.sukup.com
LATER
www.sukup.com

Providing feed, fuel and fiber for the world is a tough job.

MAKING A PROFIT IS EVEN TOUGHER
• Grain Bins
• Grain Dryers
• Grain Handling

• Fans & Heaters
• Material Handling
• Steel Buildings

Congratulations
Iowa Farm Bureau on

100 Years

of supporting Iowa Farmers!
CELEBRATING OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY
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Congratulations on
100 years of service!

Congrats on 100
years, from
Quality
Breeding Stock
For Sale
Quality
Breeding Stock
For Sale

• A.I. Sires
• Carcass Ultrasound
• AHIR
• A.I. Sires
• Carcass Ultrasound
• AHIR

Manufacturing American
erican Made Mattresses
SINCE 1919!
Local, Family Owned!

CUSTOM

MATTRESSES FOR:

Rhonda
Strutzenberg

Yearling & Older Bulls 420 Kenyon Road
Ft. Dodge, IA 505011
Bred Females
Available
Mike & Jamie
Wells
Located on the

Designed for you…designed to LAST

Dick Danielson
Your Sukup
Owner
Dealer

David VanGorkom
Building Manager

1034 Hwy 169
“Downtown”
St. Joe, IA

Friendship Haven Campus

24146-118th St.
Columbus Junction, IA 52738
(319)
Mike
& 461-6554
Jamie Wells
24146-118th St.
Columbus Junction, IA 52738
(319) 461-6554

CELEBRATING
100 YEARS IN 2019!

rhonda@northlandtravel.com

877-694-8687 Toll Free
515-576-6494 Local

r

www.northlandtravel.com

(515) 379-1360
www.beckeragsales.com

Campers & Motor
Homes, Boats &
Trucks, Pet Beds & More!

www.dmmattress.com

DES MOINES

MATTRESS

1305 1st Ave. N • Altoona, IA

515-967-3414

CONGRATULATIONS

Rick Titus in His
43rd Year
Installing
Super Efficient
Inserts Wood or
Gas Logs!

ON 100 YEARS OF SERVICE
Farm Management • Real Estate
Farm Auctions/Sales
Consultations • Appraisals

Photo by Les Houser, Wright County Monitor

515-532-3881 or 515-293-2455
www.fireplacesatthecountrystore.com

www.stalcupag.com • Storm Lake, IA • 712-732-4811

THE LINN COUNTY FAIR
NEWSRADIO

NEWSRADIO

THELINNCOUNTYFAIR.COM

MUTTON BUSTIN

Wed. June 27 • 7:30pm • FREE

CLASSIC TRACTOR & TRUCK PULL
Sat. June 30 • Noon
Pit $15, $10 GA, $5 6-12, 5 & under FREE

YOUTH DAY

ECIPA TRUCK & TRACTOR PULL
Sat. June 30 • 7pm
Pit $20, $15 GA, $12 6-12, 5 & under FREE

Thurs, June 28

MEGA TRUCK FREESTYLE MANIA

Thurs. June 28 • 7pm • $10 GA, $5 6-12, 5 & under FREE

COMMUNITY
APPRECIATION DAY
Fri. June 29

94.1 KRNA

PROFESSIONAL BULL RIDING WITH LONESTAR IN CONCERT

FRI. JUNE 29

AT

7PM • $20

IN ADVANCE

• $25

DAY OF

•5&

UNDER

FREE

MOTO & BMX
THROWDOWN

Sun. July 1 • 1pm
$10 GA, $5 6-12, 5 & under FREE

OFFICIAL
FREEDOM
FESTIVAL
EVENT

MILITARY
APPRECIATION DAY

Sun. July 1
All current and past
Military Personnel get into both
grandstand events for FREE

FREE GATE
ADMISSION
INTO THE FAIR

GENERAL FAIR PARTNERS

Fireworks

Win A Trip for 2 to Las Vegas
Courtesy of:

Following Concert
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Must be present to win.
Valid for 1 year from date
of issue.
Non-transferable.
Must be 18 to win.

CHUCKWAGON
RACES

Sun. July 1 • 6pm
$15 GA • $5 6-12,
5 & under FREE

FREE
PARKING
PROVIDED BY

MAJOR MEDIA PARTNERS

Events and times subject to change, visit our website for more info:

WWW.THELINNCOUNTYFAIR.COM

“Congratulations
Iowa Farm Bureau

on your first 100 years! Cheers to the next 100!!”

Detect Your Risk of Stroke
in Under 10 Minutes
We will be in your county in
the next 12 months.

Farm Bureau Members
Receive Exclusive
$35 Discount
$

Call today to make
an appointment
877-732-8258

www.strokedetectionplus.com

A Salute to
Partnerships
Celebrating a century of success

The Iowa Pork Producers Association has enjoyed a strong relationship with the Iowa Farm Bureau
Federation for decades and we’ve worked together to keep moving farming and agriculture forward.
From trade, water quality and environmental issues to the formation of the Coalition to Support Iowa’s
Farmers and the Iowa Farm Animal Care Coalition, IPPA has worked closely with Farm Bureau on many key
agricultural initiatives.
It’s partnerships like these that help keep Iowa farmers and the agriculture industry successful. We congratulate
Iowa Farm Bureau on a successful century of service and will look forward to future collaboration and success.

Successful Farmers. Enriched lives.

CELEBRATING OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY
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Congrats

100 Years!

Congratulations

Farm Bureau
for 100 years!

Iowa Farm Bureau!

- Wolfe Eye Clinic
(833) 532-8808

wolfeclinic.com

I make
insurance
simple®.
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Michael Stimmel, LUTCF
1402 Willow Creek Ct, Iowa City

t
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(319) 519-6885

F
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www.mikestimmel.com
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Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines,
IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services MC035 (9-17)

®

2 L

RK

Products Inc.

Congratulations to

Since 1994

Iowa Farm Bureau on

100

800-580-6818

years
of supporting Iowa’s farmers!

3802 Jean Street
East Moline, IL

iowabankers.com

iowabankers.com

www.rkproducts.com

Congratulations to the Iowa Farm Bureau
on their 100th year of service.
Join AAA today and add your first family member for

Additional members are HALF PRICE.*
Here’s a little of what you’ll enjoy FREE
with AAA Membership:

Compliments and Thanks to the

Iowa Farm Bureau

For 100 Years of Leadership
•
•
•
•
•

Fostering Parnterships
Supporting Family Farmers
Promoting Value-Added Ag
Building Community Vitality
Strengthening Iowa’s Economy

■ 24-Hour AAA Roadside Assistance in any car, anytime, anywhere.**
■ Member discounts and rewards ■ Maps, TripTiks® & TourBook® guides
■ Exclusive travel savings ■ Safety, security and peace of mind
Join AAA at a special
group rate - and start
saving right away!
Call today!

1(800) 236-1300 #5 • Click: AAA.com

Ask us about our new bicycle benefit!
*Primary Member can add one eligible family member for FREE (upgrade dues are additional) for one year. Add
additional eligible family members for half price. Full dues apply at first-year renewal of Primary Member. Associate Memberships are available to the Primary Member’s spouse and one other adult living in the household;
and their children living at the same residence or away at school. Associate Members must have the same type
of membership as their Primary Member, with the exception of Motorcycle. AAA will dispatch vehicles to provide
service to you on the road throughout the U.S. and Canada. If AAA is unable to provide normally covered services,
members may have to pay for covered road services and submit receipts for reimbursement consideration. A
claim form is located on AAA.com under Contact Us. Offers, terms and conditions are subject to change without
notice. Membership benefits vary with membership levels and are subject to change without notice.** Roadside
Assistance is provided by independent facilities contracted by AAA. Coverage in taxis and limousines is excluded.
Your membership kit will include a handbook that fully describes your member benefits, including any limitations or restrictions. Offers, terms, conditions and policies are subject to change without notice. 15-MS-1995
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Congratulations From Your
“Partners in Progress”
www.IADG.com

Congratulations Iowa Farm
Bureau on A Century Strong
Your friends at GROWMARK and the FS Cooperative System
wish you another 100 years of shaping a brilliant future
for agriculture, Iowa farm families, and their communities.
#aCenturyStrong
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Community.
Neighbors. Friends.

That’s Farm Bureau.

Congratulations Iowa Farm Bureau! We’re proud to be part of your
century-long tradition of supporting communities and families across
the state. Here’s to the next 100 years.
www.fbfs.com/IA-100years

