
SPOKESMAN

President-elect Joe Biden is 
expected to nominate Michael 
Regan, North Carolina’s envi-
ronmental chief, to lead the En-
vironmental Protection Agency.  
Regan is currently the secretary 
for North Carolina’s Department 
of Environmental Quality and 
previously worked at the EPA.

Regan's nomination was wel-
comed by the American Farm 
Bureau Federation. "As secre-
tary of North Carolina’s Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality, 
he reached out to farmers and 
ranchers to better understand 

the chal-
l e n g e s 
f a c i n g 
a g r i c u l -
t u r e , " 
said Zippy 
D u v a l l , 
A F B F 
president. 
"He has a 
reputation 

for making decisions guided 
by science that also take into 
account input from the peo-
ple who would be impacted the 
most."

Biden nominates North Carolina 
environmental chief to lead the EPA

Despite a year where al-
most everything was 
dif   ferent,  farmland 

re  mained a stable and famil-
iar place for buyers looking to 
expand their farms or invest 
money, according to Iowa State 
University Extension economist 
Wendong Zhang.  

Iowa State University’s annu-
al land value survey last week 

showed the average state-
wide value of an acre of land 
increased 1.7% to $7,559 during 
2020 despite drastic demand 
shifts caused by the COVID-
19 pandemic, significant trade 
uncertainties and a destructive 
derecho that damaged crops 
across a large swath of the state.

“This shows surprising resil-
ience despite the mounting 

un  certainty,” said Zhang, who 
leads the annual survey. “The 
land market faced downward 
pressure initially with the onset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which lowered food demand and 
resulted in declines in livestock 
and ethanol prices.”

However, he said land values 
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GRAIN STOCKS TIGHT
Surprisingly snug grain 
supplies could fuel rally. 

  PAGE 7

IFBF'S DSA AWARDS
Bolins and Baas honored 
for service to agriculture.

  PAGE 6

PERIODICALS: TIME VALUED

IOWA FARMLAND PRICES RISE
Despite the pandemic and severe weather in 2020, the demand for Iowa farmland remained 
resilient, pushing the state's average price up 1.7%. 
By Tom Block

  SEE ELECTION ON PAGE 2

A tree with some 80,000 white lights illuminates a chilly night near Hanlontown in Worth County. The Christmas 
season display, at the entry of the Poet Biorefining plant, started with a few thousand lights hung by the plant's em-
ployees and has grown over the years. The staff of the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation wishes all of our members a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. PHOTO / GARY FANDEL

  SEE LAND PAGE 2

The Iowa Farm Bureau Feder-
ation (IFBF) last week unveiled 
the 2021 Iowa Farm Bureau Eco-
nomic Summit webinar series, 
which will feature presentations 
by several nationally renowned 
experts early next year. 

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s (USDA) Chief Econ-
omist Rob Johansson and the 
incoming USDA Chief Econo-

mist Seth Meyer will keynote the 
series of online sessions. 

The top USDA economists, 
along with several others, will 
share valuable insights into eco-
nomic drivers impacting mar-
kets, including opportunities to 
lock in profits and manage risks. 
That will be important informa-
tion for farmers as they navigate 
a volatile ag economy, said Sam 

Funk, IFBF director of ag analyt-
ics and research.  

“We are excited to welcome 
a robust lineup of experts, in-
cluding both the outgoing and 
incoming USDA chief econom ists 
to our program in 2021,” Funk 
said. “Farmers will receive an 
Iowa, national and international 

REDUCING SUICIDES
Bill would help ag service 
employees spot stress.
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IFBF SETS ECONOMIC SUMMIT WEBINARS  
The webinars, beginning Jan. 14, will feature presentations by leading ag economists.

  SEE SUMMIT ON PAGE 2

Farm Bureau voting delegates last week reelected Joe Heinrich of 
Jackson County for a two-year term as Iowa Farm Bureau Federa-

tion (IFBF) vice president during the IFBF annual 
meeting.

The IFBF delegates also reelected Will Frazee 
of Montgomery County for a third term as Dis-
trict 9 director and reelected Andy Hill of Worth 
County and Rick Plowman of Van Buren County 
to their second terms as District 2 and District 7 
directors, respectively. Each director will serve a 
three-year term.

The 2020 annual meeting business session was 
held virtually this year due to state of Iowa restric-
tions on indoor gatherings because of COVID-19. 

Delegates in each Farm Bureau district gathered at a location in their dis-
trict and connected online to a central hub at the IFBF home office in West 
Des Moines to conduct elections and other business.

Even though delegates were unable to meet in person, IFBF Presi-
dent Craig Hill praised the work of the delegate body and staff to con-
duct the organization’s business.

“We all share some disappointment that this year’s annual meet-
ing will be unlike any other,” said Hill, a crop and livestock farmer 
from Warren County. “However, we can still coalesce around our 
organization’s mission, our goals and our objectives. It has been 
proven that our organization is more successful when we work 
together and unite our strengths. Together, we can accomplish 

HEINRICH REELECTED 
IFBF VICE PRESIDENT
Delegates also reelected Andy Hill, Rick Plowman and Will 
Frazee to the IFBF Board of Directors.  
By Tom Block

BRIEF

Heinrich

Regan



perspective during several ses-
sions that will help them shape 
on-farm decisions impacting 
their bottom lines.”

The free six-part webinar 
series kicks off Jan. 14 at 1 p.m. 
and will take place each Thurs-
day through Feb. 25, except 
Thursday, Feb. 18, because of 
USDA's 2021 Agricultural Out-
look Forum that week. Each 
webinar will begin at 1 p.m. and 
will last 90 minutes.

In addition to receiving the lat-
est information and insights on 
factors impacting ag markets 
and farm-
ers’ bot-
tom lines, 
w e b i n a r 
p a r t i c i -
pants will 
b e  a b l e 
to submit 
questions 
t o  t h e 
pan  elists 
during the webinar through Zoom 
chat. Registration is free for both 
members and non-members 
at www.iowafarmbureau.com/
EconoimcSummitWebinarSeries.

The schedule of webinars for 
the 2021 IFBF Economic Summit 
is:

• Jan. 14: “The Mix: Positive 
and Negative Signals in Agricul-
ture’s Financial Picture” by Rob 
Johansson, chief USDA econo-
mist.

• Jan. 21: “Challenging Bra-
zil: The Push and Pull that is 
Brazilian Agriculture” by Cláudio 
Serafini, Brazilian agricultural 
guide.

• Jan. 28: “Insights Iowa: 
Informing the Financial Picture 
for Iowa’s Primary Crops and the 
Decisions Made” by Alejandro 
Plastina, Iowa State University 
(ISU) economist. 

• Feb. 4: “Make the Best Bet-
ter: Improving Iowa’s Market 
Dynamics through Transporta-
tion” by Mike Steenhoek, execu-
tive director, Soy Transportation 
Coalition.  

• Feb. 11: “Advantage Iowa: 
Where Are We at in Iowa Crops 
and Livestock after a Pandemic 
Year, and Where Are We Looking 
Moving Forward?” by ISU econo-
mists Chad Hart and Lee Schulz.

• Feb. 25: “How Data Shifts 
in the WASDE Impact Iowa (and 
the World’s) Farmers” by Seth 
Meyer, incoming chief USDA 
economist.

Iowa’s 99 counties. Scott County 
remained home to the highest 
average value at $10,659 per 
acre despite a $178 per acre 
decrease from last year. Aver-
age farmland values also topped 
$10,000 per acre in O’Brien, 
Sioux and Lyon counties.

AVAILABILITY LOW
Survey respondents report-

ed a slight uptick in the amount 
of farmland sales in 2020, but 
overall availability remains low, 
which is a key factor supporting 
land values, Zhang reported.

“We have been in a situation 
for five to six years, every year 
there is less sales compared 
to (the previous year),” he said. 

“Even if we are seeing some 
modest growth compared to last 
year, we are still in a fairly tight 
market, which tends to increase 
the competition and demand for 
land.”

Zhang expects farmland val-
ues to remain steady in the year 
ahead despite uncertainties 
in crop prices and an expect-
ed reduction in farm program 
payments. “There is definitely 
concerns and downside risks 
about the price rallies because 
post-harvest prices are typically 
lower,” he said. 

However, he said farmers 
should continue seeing in  creas-
ed feed grain demand since 
China is still at least 10% to 15% 
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SUMMIT
  FROM PAGE 1

great things for ag  riculture.”
Heinrich has served as Iowa 

Farm Bureau vice president 
since 2011. He and his wife, Shel-
ley, farm with their family north-
west of Maquoketa, where they 
grow corn, soybeans, oats and 
hay. They also have a beef cow-
calf herd and a dairy operation. 

Frazee was initially elected to 
the IFBF board in 2014. He feeds 
cattle and grows corn and soy-
beans. District 9 consists of 12 
counties in southwest Iowa.

Andy Hill, first elected to the 
IFBF board in 2017, raises corn 
and soybeans near Manly in 
Worth County. District 2 consists 
of 11 counties in north central 
Iowa. 

Plowman, also elected to the 

LAND
  FROM PAGE 1

ELECTION
  FROM PAGE 1

rebounded due to strong gov-
ernment payments, interest rate 
cuts, limited land supply and the 
recent rally in commodity prices. 

As a result, farmland values 
increased for the second year 
in a row and the third time in six 
years, although the gains have 
been modest, Zhang said. 

GAINS IN LOW-QUALITY LAND
High-quality farmland val-

ues were essentially flat, slip-
ping 0.1% from last year. Medi-
um-quality farmland gained 2.6%, 
and low-quality farmland gained 
6.7%, according to the survey. 

“Strong demand for pasture 
and timber grounds, which 
are even more appealing now 
with social distancing require-
ments, contributed to the rise in 
low-quality land value,” Zhang 
said. However, he noted that 
when compared to high-quality 
land, it doesn’t take a substan-
tial change in the dollar value of 
low-quality land to constitute a 
large percent increase in values.

The northwest crop report-
ing district reported the highest 
farmland values at $9,536 per 
acre. The south central district 
reported the lowest at $4,658 
per acre. 

The only crop reporting dis-
trict reporting a decline in land 
values was in southwest Iowa, 
where farmland values fell 0.9%. 
The largest percentage increas-
es were in the west central and 
south central districts at 3.9% 
and 3.8%, respectively.

Land values increased in 78 of 

short of its regular hog inventory.
“We are unlikely to see a rapid 

return into the golden era in the 
early 2000s when we were see-
ing double-digit increases in 
land values, but I think we’ll still 
see robust farm income in the 
foreseeable future,” he said. 

Extremely low interest rates 
are also helping to prop up land 
values, Zhang added. 

Existing farmers represent 
about 72% of farmland buyers 
in Iowa, a number that has been 
relatively stable for the past five 
years, Zhang noted.

IFBF board in 2017, raises corn 
and cattle near Douds in Van 
Buren County. District 7 consists 
of 11 counties in southeast Iowa.

Darrick Hall of Jones Coun-
ty was elected to a three-year 
term on the IFBF internal study 
committee. The internal study 
committee serves as a liai-
son between the county Farm 
Bureau voting delegates and the 
state board of directors. 

The IFBF delegates also 
el    ected memb ers to repre-
sent IFBF at the 2021 Amer-
ican Farm Bureau Federation 

Johansson

The top figure in each county is the 2020 average price, and the bottom is the average in 2019. The highest average price this year was in Scott County at $10,659 
per acre, followed by three northwest counties, O'Brien, Sioux and Lyon. The state average for 2020 is $7,559, up 1.7% from a year earlier. 
MAP / IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION AND OUTREACH

Plowman Hill Frazee

(AFBF) annu-
al convention 
Jan. 10-13.

T h e  2 0 2 1 
A F B F  d e l -
e g a t e s  w i l l 
include IFBF 
P r e s i d e n t 
Craig Hill, Vice 

President Heinrich and District 8 
Director Tim Kaldenberg of Mon-
roe County. 

In addition, the county del-
egates elected Dave Bolin of 
Butler County, Ben Albright of 
Calhoun County, Jeff Pape of 
Dubuque County, Chris Prizler 
of Iowa County and Eric Nelson 
of Woodbury County to serve as 
delegates at the AFBF annual 
convention. Brian Feldpausch 
of Grundy County, a member of 
the IFBF internal study commit-
tee, will also represent Iowa as a 
delegate.
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EDITORIAL
AN UNPRECEDENTED YEAR
The impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, weather disasters and the November election were the key events of a memorable 2020. 
By Dirck Steimel 

By almost every mea-
sure, 2020 was an un -
p r e c e d e n t e d  y e a r 

in Iowa agriculture. From the 
COVID-19 pandemic to a severe 
drought and then a devastating 
August derecho, a wide range of 
unusual events impacted Iowa 
farmers, and all of agriculture, 
during the year. 

Here’s a look back at the 
Spokesman’s coverage of some 
of the year’s biggest news ev -
ents:

COVID-19 PANDEMIC
The pandemic slammed 

head  long into Iowa agriculture 
in March of 2020, sending live-
stock and crop markets 
into a sudden free fall. 
Prices for Iowa cattle 
and hogs, as well as 
corn and soybeans, all 
dropped as uncertain-
ty about the pandem-
ic gripped commodity 
markets. Demand for 
ethanol and biodies-
el also plummeted as 
Americans sharply 
re  duced their driving 
during the pandemic.

As labor problems slowed 
p ro   d u c t i o n  a t  m e a t  p ro -
cessing plants, or even tem-
porarily closed them alto-
gether, many Iowa livestock 
farmers were caught with no 
outlet for their market-ready 
hogs and cattle. 

“The thought of farmers not 
being able to move their animals 
when they need to or not being 
able to accept new animals onto 
their operation — this over-
whelms everything, even the ec -
onomics of it,” Craig Hill, Iowa 
Farm Bureau Federation (IFBF) 
president, said in late April. 

The slowdown at meat pro-
cessing plants was eventual-
ly eased, in part by President 
Donald Trump’s executive order 
identifying meat processors as 
essential businesses required 
to remain operating during 

the pandemic. Farmers also 
got assistance from an Iowa 
Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship (IDALS) pro-
gram, which used funds from the 
federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act to reimburse farmers’ losses 
from animals they were forced to 
depopulate. 

Two rounds of a federal relief 
program, called the Coronavi-
rus Food Assistance Program 
(CFAP), also provided direct 
payments to livestock and crop 
farmers to help offset some of 
the losses from market disrup-
tions caused by the pandemic. 

As the pandemic sent de mand 

soaring at Iowa food banks, the 
Iowa Farm Bureau Federation 
(IFBF), county Farm Bureaus 
and individual members stepped 
up to help. 

Through donations and mat-
ch  ing grants, the state and 
county organizations donated 
enough money to provide one 

million meals to Iowans in need. 
Many individual Farm Bureau 
members also helped by donat-
ing livestock, providing meals 
for health care workers or build-
ing badly needed personal pro-
tective equipment.

DESTRUCTIVE WEATHER
As in most years, weather 

was a big factor in Iowa farmers’ 
fortunes in 2020. But this being 
2020, there were unprecedented 
weather events. 

After an almost ideal planting 
season, hot, dry weather during 
the summer sapped fields and 
reduced crop potential over 
large parts of western Iowa. 

On Aug. 10 a derecho storm 
with sustained winds of up to 140 
miles an hour devastated crops, 
wrecked grain bins, damaged 
homes and ripped up everything 
else in its path as it tore through 
central and east central Iowa. 

The highly unusual derecho 
tangled some 3.5 million acres of 
corn and 2.5 million acres of soy-
beans, according to estimates by 
the Iowa Department of Agricul-
ture and Land Stewardship. 

U.S. Agriculture Secretary 
Sonny Perdue, after a visit to the 
damaged area, designated 18 
Iowa counties and 24 contigu-
ous counties as primary disaster 
areas because of the storm.

ELECTION GAINS
In the November election, 

candidates designated by Iowa 
Farm Bureau members as 

“Friends of Agriculture” fared 
well. In Iowa races, voters elect-
ed 70 of the 74 candidates desig-
nated as Friends of Agriculture. 
At the national level, Iowans 
reelected Sen. Joni Ernst and 
elected Randy Feenstra in U.S. 
House District 4.

“This is a strong testament to 

our grassroots process of desig-
nating candidates as Friends of 
Agriculture,” Hill said.

OTHER 202O EVENTS
• County Farm Bureau vot-

ing delegates adopted policy 
language on livestock, biofu-
els, biosecurity and other key 

state and national agricultur-
al issues at the Iowa Farm 
Bureau’s 2020 Summer Policy 
Conference in Des Moines.

• Corn and soybean markets 
staged an unusual harvest-sea-
son rally on strong exports, 
robust domestic demand and 
tighter-than-expected supplies.

• Biofuel advocates and law-
makers worked to force the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency to 
implement the provisions of the 
Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS), 
as well as court decisions. They 
strongly criticized the agency’s 
handling of RFS exemptions, 
which destroyed billions of gal-
lons of biofuel demand.

•  The Iowa Farm Bureau and 
its members continued to pro-
mote the nutritional value of 
real meat, as well as highlight-
ing farmers’ continuing efforts 
to improve sustainability efforts 
and animal care, with a micro-
site, http://realfarmersrealfood-
realmeat.com/; television com-
mercials; and a campaign with 
Fareway stores.



ter, rais-
ing corn, 
beans and 
hogs, has 
noticed a 
disconnect 
and lack 
of under-
s t a n d i n g 
many con-
s u m e r s 
have about 

modern agriculture, and he’s 
made it a goal to bridge that gap 
and make connections in his com-
munity.

Laura Cunningham is passion-
ate about agriculture education 
and sees it as the engine for rural 
vitality and prosperous rural com-
munities. She works with other 
farmers in 
the com-
munity to 
d e v e l o p 
agricultural 
educat ion 
programs 
for their 
local school 
d i s t r i c t , 
C e n t r a l 
Springs, to 

show students the bright future 
and opportunities in Iowa agricul-
ture.    

Cunningham sees no better way 
to have dialogue about food pro-
duction than over a good meal, and 
that’s why she’s led Floyd Coun-
ty’s “Farm to Fork” dinners. The 
dinners connect members of the 
community with local farmers and 
help get the conversations about 
modern ag started over a local-
ly sourced 
meal.  

K a t e 
E d   w a r d s 
a l   w a y s 
d r e a m e d 
of being an 
Iowa farm-
er, but with-
out access 
to land, she 
was unable to follow the tradi-
tional path of Iowa farmers. After 
spending time working in the Twin 
Cities, Edwards moved back to her 
home state to pave her own way 
in Iowa agriculture and founded a 
direct-to-consumer CSA market-
ing program, where members buy 
shares in the farm’s harvest.  

She seeks to be a role model 

4  |  DECEMBER 23, 2020  |  IOWA FARM BUREAU SPOKESMAN

THREE EARN IFBF YOUNG FARMER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Although their farms are different, Blomquist, Cunningham and Edwards share a passion for helping others understand and appreciate agriculture. 

Three young Iowa farmers  
— Heath Blomquist of Guthrie 
County, Laura Cunningham of 
Floyd County and Kate Edwards of 
Johnson County — were present-
ed the Iowa Farm Bureau Federa-
tion’s Young Farmer Achievement 
Award for 2020.

The award celebrates young 
farmers under 35 who are actively 
contributing to their communities, 
county and state, and growing as 
leaders. The award is presented in 
honor of past IFBF President Bob 
Joslin, who was well known for his 
support and encouragement for 
young farmers.    

Despite having very different 
backgrounds and farm operations 
representing various aspects of 
Iowa ag, the 2020 Young Farmer 
Leadership Award winners share 
a passion for Iowa agriculture and 
have found working through Farm 
Bureau is a great way to achieve 
their goals. The young farmers 
were recognized as innovative 
leaders, passionate about telling 
the story of Iowa agriculture and 
building relationships between 
farmers and consumers. 

Heath Blomquist, who farms 
with his family near Guthrie Cen-

to others, as well as a liaison 
between agriculture and consum-
ers. “I have 200 families that I talk 

with on a weekly basis, and I get 
to communicate about agriculture 
and challenges farmers face.” 

Blomquist

Cunningham

Edwards

The 2021 Iowa Farm Bureau 
Federation (IFBF) Young Farmer 
Conference will be held virtually 
Jan. 29-30 from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
each evening. 

The virtual event will include 
two keynote speakers, eight live 
breakout sessions, the Grow 
Your Future pitch-off with audi-
ence voting, networking and 
additional pre-recorded break-
out sessions and webinars. All 
sessions will be recorded for 
viewing on-demand. 

The Young Farmer Conference 
agenda is available on the Young 
Farmer webpage of www.iowa-
farmbureau.com and through 
the young farmer social media 
channels. 

A highlight of the conference 
will be remarks by Zach John-
son, known as the Minnesota 
Millennial Farmer. The confer-
ence will also feature Jeff Hav-
ens as the keynote speaker. He’ll 
talk about finding serious solu-

tions and overcoming business 
challenges, and will do it in a 
seriously funny way. 

The conference will also fea-
ture breakout sessions on a 
range of subjects, including 
cutting-edge technologies, new 
ag opportunities and financial 
management techniques to help 
young farmers grow their opera-
tions and succeed.

Online registration for the ev -
ent opens Dec. 28 and can be 
completed at the Young Farmer 
(YF) webpage of www.iowafarm-
bureau.com.

DISCUSSION MEET
The virtual Discussion Meet 

will be held the evening of Feb. 
10. Discussion Meet rules, ques-
tions and other information will 
be available on the YF webpage 
and through the YF social media 
channels. Registration for the 
competition opens Dec. 28 and 
closes Feb. 5, 2021. 

FB YOUNG FARMER CONFERENCE 
TO BE HELD VIRTUALLY JAN. 29-30



The Iowa Supreme Court last 
week heard oral arguments in 
a case brought by environmen-
tal activist groups that seeks to 
impose strict limits on crop and 
livestock farmers in the Raccoon 
River watershed and challeng-
es the state’s voluntary Nutrient 
Reduction Strategy.

The court’s questions and the 
attorneys’ arguments focused 
on whether the plaintiffs have 
standing to bring the lawsuit and 
the scope of the public trust doc-
trine under Iowa law. The court is 
being asked to reverse the Polk 
County district court’s ruling 
that denied the state’s motion to 
dismiss the lawsuit.

In response to the justices’ 
questions, Solicitor General of 
Iowa Jeff Thompson focused on 
the relief the plaintiffs request-
ed, arguing the statutory and 
rulemaking changes they seek 
would substitute the court’s pol-
icy judgment for that of the Leg-
islature in solving a very difficult 
policy problem.

STRICT LIMITS ON FARMING
The activist groups in their law-

suit asked the court to impose a 
moratorium on the construction 
and operation of new and expand-
ing medium and large animal 
feeding operations in the water-
shed; place mandatory limits on 
farmers’ fertilizer use through a 
mandatory remediation plan; halt 
the implementation of the vol-
untary Iowa Nutrient Reduction 
Strategy and declare it uncon-
stitutional; impose an injunction 
against violating the plaintiff’s 
rights under the public trust doc-
trine; and award their legal fees.

The plaintiff’s attorney, Brent 
Newell with Public Justice P.C. 
from California, asked the court 
to declare that the public trust 
doctrine wasn’t limited to the 
right to access public land, but is 
broad enough to include the right 
to clean water and the state’s 
obligation to protect it. 

He asked the court to declare 
“the voluntary approach to water 
quality off-limits.” 

Earlier this year, the Iowa Farm 
Bureau Federation and other 
state farm organizations collabo-
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LASER IS 100%

IOWA SUPREME COURT 
HEARS ARGUMENTS ON 
CASE SEEKING TO LIMIT 
FARMING ACTIVITIES 

rated in filing an amicus brief in 
support of the state’s position. 

The Iowa Supreme Court is 
expected to rule on whether the 
lawsuit can continue sometime in 
2021. 

The activists’ lawsuit was filed 
on the heels of a 2017 dismissal 
of a federal lawsuit brought by the 
Des Moines Water Works against 
three northwest Iowa drainage 
districts in the North Raccoon 
River watershed.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Ser  vice (USFWS) last week an-
nounced that it will leave the 
monarch butterfly off the endan-
gered species list. The agency 
issued a “warranted but preclud-
ed” decision on the monarch, 
which means that work on the 
butterfly was precluded by work 
on higher-priority listing actions. 

The monarch will be consid-
ered a candidate species for now, 
and USFWS will continue to study 
the species and will annually 
review its candidacy for listing as 
endangered.

“America’s farmers welcome 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife deci-
sion to continue monitoring the 

health of the monarch butterfly 
population,” said American Farm 
Bureau Federation President 
Zippy Duvall. “Preserving natu-
ral surroundings for America’s 
wildlife has long been a priority 
for America’s farmers and ranch-
ers.”

The Iowa Monarch Conserva-
tion Consortium, which includes 

the Iowa Farm Bureau Feder-
ation, said last week it would 
review the latest USFWS finding 
on the monarch butterfly. 

The Iowa consortium was 
formed in 2015 with a goal of 
promoting monarch breeding 
and survival in Iowa and supports 
proactive, voluntary efforts that 
are vitally important to preserv-
ing the species. It is working to 
establish and maintain monarch 
habitat on agricultural lands, 
urban and suburban areas, rural 
roadside rights of way and public 
lands, which is essential for Iowa 
to meet its monarch conservation 
target of establishing 480,000 to 
830,000 acres of habitat by 2038. 

AGENCY LEAVES MONARCH BUTTERFLY OFF 
OF THE LIST OF ENDANGERED SPECIES
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- Planters -
4900 Bulk 24-30
3800 24-30 Box
3660 Bulk 16-30-31
3660 Bulk 12-30-23
3600 Bulk 16-30-31
3600 16-30-31 Box

3600 Bulk 12-30-23
3600 12-30-23 Box
3500 8-30-15
3000 6-30-11

JD DB 60 36-20
JD 1795 24-20
JD 1795 12-30-23
JD 1795 12-30
JD 1790 12-30-23
JD 1760 8RW-F.PU.

 - Used Equipment -
Kinze 1500 Tracks
Kinze 1305 Floaters
Kinze 1300 Tracks
Kinze 1300 Floaters
Kinze 1100 Floaters
Kinze 1051 Tracks
Kinze 1050 Tracks
Kinze 1050 Floaters
Kinze 1040 RC
Kinze 850 Floaters
Kinze 840
Kinze 650
J&M 620 Scales

www.sorensenequipment.com
Hwy. 59 • Harlan, IA • 712-755-2455

High Speed Tillage

Brent 1282 Floaters
Brent 1080
Brent 774
Kinze 20’ & 40’ Mach Till
Horsch 30ft
JD 2310 40’ F. Cond
JD 2623 33’ V. Till
CIH 340 34’ Disk
CIH 330 34’ V Till

IFBF 2020 DSA AWARDS TO BAAS AND BOLINS
Dave and Pam Bolin, Butler County dairy leaders, and Tom Baas of Iowa State University are honored for their service to Iowa agriculture.

Dave and Pam Bolin, along 
with Dr. Tom Baas, have earned 
the Iowa Farm Bureau Federa-
tion’s 2020 Distinguished Service 
to Ag (DSA) Award.

The annual award honors indi-
viduals who have played a sig-
nifi cant role in the agricultural 
industry at the local, state and/or 
national level. 

FAITH, FAMILY AND FARMING
For Dave and Pam Bolin, faith, 

family, farming and service to ag -
riculture defi ne them. Both come 
from families with years of ser-
vice through Farm Bureau and 
the dairy industry, so leadership 
is nothing new. 

In fact, the Bolins have served 
on the Butler County Farm Bur-
eau since 1981 and were active 
in growing IFBF’s Young Farmer 
program in the 1980s. Dave cur-
rently serves as Butler County’s 
voting delegate, and both Bolins 

have amassed many awards and 
distinctions over the years. 

Long before dating, marriage, 
children and grandchildren, Dave 
and Pam competed against each 
other as youth, showing cows 
at the Butler County Fair. Cows 
in the Bolins’ herd trace back to 
Pam’s fi rst Holstein, purchased 

when she was in fi fth grade, as 
well as lineage from Dave’s herd.  
Today, the Bolins and their son 
and daughter-in-law operate a 
dairy on the family’s 125-year-old 
farm.

“We are so honored to win this 
award, and it’s fi tting that Pam 
and I won together,” Dave said. 

For so long, we’ve worked togeth-
er and farmed together, and it’s a 
tremendous honor to accept this 
DSA award together.”

“We stay involved to serve, but 
it’s what we get back that makes 
it so rewarding,” Pam said. “Be -
tween Farm Bureau leadership 
and involvement in dairy, we are 
honored to have great friends all 
across the country.”

LEAVING HIS MARK 
Tom Baas has left his mark on 

agriculture not only through the 
research, technology and indus-
try advancement he led, but also 
through the hundreds of students 
he inspired over a 21-year career 
in education.

Baas is renowned as a re-
searcher in ultrasound technol-
ogy in swine breeding, playing a 
leading role in industry advance-
ments improving animal genet-

ics and the quality of pork in the 
grocery store meat case. He has 
been cited as a presenter or con-
tributing author in more than 500 
swine-related journals and publi-
cations. 

In addition to holding leader-
ship roles at Iowa State Univer-
sity (ISU) and ISU Extension for 
decades, Baas has shaped the 
next generation of pork produc-
ers by sharing his on-farm expe-
riences and expertise in the fi eld 
from years of groundbreaking 
research. Industry advancements 
led by Baas helped farmers raise 
their animals more responsibly 
while improving animal genetics 
and the quality of the meat pro-
duced. 

“I told my students in the class-
room that the best animal wel-
fare examples come from pork 
producers,” Baas said. “It’s in 
their best interest to do the best 
they can to take care of the ani-
mals and the environment, while 
being good stewards of the land 
and conserving resources.”

As the 2020 DSA winners, the 
Bolins and Baas received plaques 
honoring their extensive achieve-
ments and dedication and ser-
vice to agriculture, and they will 
be added to a permanent display 
at the Iowa Farm Bureau home 
offi ce in West Des Moines. 

Pam and Dave Bolin have long been leaders in Farm Bureau and in the dairy 
industry. Tom Baas, right, has left his mark through research and inspiring 
students through his 21-year career in animal science at Iowa State Universi-
ty’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. PHOTOS / AARON SISKOW 

Soybean farmers whose fi elds 
were injured by off-target dicam-
ba movement in the past six 
years may be able to fi le claims 
for compensation as early as late 
December, after the details of 
a $300 million settlement with 
Monsanto (now a subsidiary of 
Bayer) were fi nalized last week. 

The settlement, according 
to DTN news service, is part of 
Bayer’s efforts to settle ongoing 
lawsuits involving its herbicides, 
including multi-district litigation 
pending in the U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of Mis-
souri over dicamba injury claims.  

The settlement will make $300 
million from Bayer available to 
any soybean farmers who can 
document yield loss from dicam-
ba injury between 2015 and 2020. 
(BASF wasn’t part of the signed 
agreement.)

The claims process will be set 
up only to evaluate soybean yield 
losses. Growers with injury to 

non-soybean crops are in the pro-
cess of settling their claims sep-
arately and privately with Bayer.

As DTN has reported in the 
past, legally acceptable docu-
mentation of dicamba symptom-
ology could include such things 
as photographs, state regulatory 
agency reports or expert agrono-
mist opinions or notes. 

Yield loss evidence can be 
gleaned from fi eld yield histo-
ries, crop insurance reports or 
readings from a calibrated yield 
monitor.

BAYER SETS DETAILS FOR 
DICAMBA DAMAGE CLAIMS
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LOW CROP STOCKPILES COULD SPARK RALLY
Reduced yields and record exports draw corn and soybean supplies down to extremely low levels.
By Tom Block

Corn and soybean prices hit 
a lull in recent weeks following 
a surprising harvest rally, but 
markets could turn higher again 
as supplies dwindle and demand 
r e m a i n s 
s t r o n g , 
m a r k e t 
analyst Joe 
Kerns said 
last week 
during an 
Iowa Farm 
B u r e a u 
F e d e r a -
tion (IFBF) 
webinar. 

“I think we’re going to have 
some great opportunities in 
these markets,” Kerns said in 
the second of three webinars 
held as part of IFBF’s 2020 virtu-
al annual meeting. “In a year of 
‘I didn’t see that coming,’ there 
is more change.” 

While that’s good news for 
crop producers, he said livestock 
farmers should hedge their feed 
costs.

“For three years, I’ve been 
telling livestock producers don’t 
worry, we’ll produce our way out 
of this, and I’m having to change 
my tune,” said Kerns, presi-
dent of Kerns and Associates of 
Ames. 

U.S. crop yields were lower 
than expected this year due to 
drought conditions in the west-
ern Corn Belt and the derecho 
that signifi cantly damaged crops 
in more than one-third of Iowa’s 
counties. The USDA didn’t adjust 
its yield forecast in its December 
supply and demand estimates, 
but Kerns said a reduction could 
be coming in January.

“In general, we’re starting to 
see a decline from the lofty (yield 
projections) we saw in the sum-
mer months, and I anticipate 
this trend is going to continue,” 
he said. “I think we’re setting up 
ourselves for some fi reworks as 
we cross to the end of the year 
and the January crop report.” 

RECORD LEVEL EXPORTS
Meanwhile, corn and soy-

bean exports have been buoyed 
by strong demand from China. 
The record export commitments 
have shaved projected ending 
stocks for corn and soybeans to 
extremely small supplies, Kerns 
said. 

The USDA’s soybean stocks-

Kerns

MORE PREDICTABLE. MORE PRODUCTIVE.

Pivot Bio PROVEN™ adheres directly to the roots, predictably applying nitrogen 

daily, helping balance productivity across your entire field. It’s also weatherproof, 

making it a season-long source of nitrogen… weather or not. All adding up to a 

greater return on your investment.

Visit pivotbio.com to learn more.
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“ I think we’re going 
to have some great 
opportunities in 
these markets. In a 
year of ‘I didn’t see 
that coming,’ there is 
more change.”

JOE KERNS

to-use ratio was the lowest on 
record for the December supply 
and demand report, and the corn 
stocks-to-use was the lowest for 
the month since 2012-13.

“In the summer months, we 
thought we were going to be 

absolutely fl ush with corn,” said 
Kerns. “I think we’re going to 
continue to compress carryout 
values, which should be sup-
portive of prices over time. 

“I would contend with this 
carryout, we’re about 40 cents 
undervalued in December corn, 
as long as these metrics hold 
true.”

Current market prices favor 
planting soybeans over corn 
in 2021, which is expected to 
prompt farmers to increase soy-
bean plantings by 8 million acres 
while planting about 1 million 
fewer acres of corn than they did 
this year, Kerns said.

But even with in creased acres 
and trendline yields, Kerns 
said 2021 soybean 
ending stocks are pro-
jected to be “uncom-
fortably tight.”

“We are not working 
with much buffer 
here,” he said. 
“We are kind of 
playing with-
out a new on 
both corn and 
soybeans.”

Production shortfalls could 
pot  entially push U.S. soybean 
supplies to less than 1% stocks-
to-use, Kerns said.

“That is literally running out 
of product. We could run into a 
situation in late 2021 that phys-
ical beans simply aren’t avail-
able,” he said. 

OPTIMISM FOR PORK
For livestock, Kerns said he 

is cautiously optimistic about 
pork prices in the upcoming 
year as strong exports continue 
to China, where production is 
still lagging 10% to 15% below 
previous levels due to African 
swine fever.

A recovery in U.S. pork pro-
cessing capacity following 

COVID-19-related shutdowns 
early this year is also sup-

porting prices, he said. 
Fortunately, projec-

tions that market-ready hogs 
would exceed packing capaci-
ty this fall never materialized, 
Kerns said.

“We’re not overrunning our-
selves with animals, but we’re 
certainly producing enough that 
the packer doesn’t have to reach 
for them very hard,” he said.

Beef demand has suffered be-
cause restaurants were forced 
to close during COVID-19 shut-
downs, and school closures put 
a dent in milk demand, Kerns 
noted. The rollout of the COVID-
19 vaccine could serve as a jolt 
for meat demand if restaurants 
are able to reopen, but many 
establishments might be per-
manently closed, he said. 



Enrollment for the Agriculture 
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs 
for the 2021 crop year is under
way at county Farm Service Agen
cy (FSA) offices. The sign-up peri
od runs through March 15, 2021.

Rather than waiting until the 
March 15 deadline, FSA offic
es are encouraging farmers to 
start paperwork for ARC and PLC 
enrollment early to help spread 
out the workload for county offic
es and allow farmers more time 
to focus on any crop insurance 
changes for your 2021 crops.  

If your ARC/PLC decision isn't 
submitted to your local FSA office 
by the deadline, the election de
faults to the current election for 

crops on the farm from the prior 
crop year. 

ARC provides income sup
port payments on historical base 
acres when actual crop reve
nue declines below a specified 
guaranteed level. PLC provides 
income support payments on his
torical base acres when the final 
national average cash price for a 
covered commodity falls below 
its effective reference price. For 
2021, that’s at $3.70 per bushel 
for corn and $8.40 per bushel for 
soybeans, respectively.

Producers can elect coverage 
for the 2021 crop year and enroll 
in ARCCounty (ARCCO) or PLC 
on a crop-by-crop basis. Another 
choice is to enroll the entire farm in 

the ARCIndividual (ARCIC) pro
gram. Although election changes 
for 2021 are optional, enrollment 
(a signed contract) is required for 
each year of the program. 

PRICES FAVOR ARC
Key to this decision will be the 

national average cash price out
look for the 202122 marketing 
year. The final national average 
must fall below the effective ref
erence price to trigger a PLC pay
ment. Most analysts expect those 
national cash price projections to 
be roughly $4 per bushel for corn 
and $10 per bushel for soybeans 
based on larger U.S. planted 
acres, normal growing conditions 
and strong U.S. export demand. 

Since these projected prices are 
above the effective reference 
prices, PLC payments wouldn't be 
triggered for the 2021 crop year. 

As a result, most farmers will 
likely elect and enroll both their 
corn and soybean base acres in 
the ARC-CO program. ARC-CO 
program payments are triggered 
when the actual county crop rev
enue of a covered commodity is 
less than the ARCCO guarantee 
for the crop. The actual county 
revenue and the revenue guar
antee are based on countylev
el yield data for the base acres’ 
physical location. ARC-CO pay
ments aren't dependent upon the 
planting of a covered commodity 
or planting of the applicable base 

ENROLLMENT OPEN FOR ARC/PLC PROGRAMS
By Steve Johnson

Rick Titus of Clarion started his business, called “The Country Store”, in 1975 and even though he has moved 
into town now, he has no intention of retiring any time soon. “l enjoy and love doing this.” said Titus. “I’ve 
covered every corner of the state because I’m an expert, and that is not meant as a boast. I don’t think any-
one else in the state does exactly what I do.” What he does, is sell and install the Fuego Flame (brand name) 

oss a brochure for the 

soon displaying the units at county fairs and got some business. But then in checking back with his customers, to his amazement, he found out they were sending most of the heat up 
the chimney. 

were not burning like a wood stove, so I just kept looking. I was selling wood stoves, but not everyone wants a wood stove in their home. Then I found out about the Fuego Flame Fireplaces, which 

-

for themselves by saving the customers fuel,” Titus says. The inserts are made using 12-guage steel, which Titus said transmits the heat quicker because it’s lighter. Cool air from the house enters 

come close to putting out that kind of heat, for they send all their heat up the chimney.” 

can close the doors and then close the damper. The inserts also burn with their damper 95% closed, thus making the wood burn nice and slow. The twin glass doors are made using ceramic glass, 
which will take 1400 degrees temperature, so you never have to worry about breaking the glass with heat, and you get to enjoy watching the slow burning logs inside. These twin doors are easy to 

capable of heating up to 1,000 square feet of the average well insulated home, so if you have a power outage, these gas logs will keep you toasty warm, and keep the pipes from freezing in your 
home. 

all the work myself,” said Titus. “I don’t even charge for estimates when I come into your home. I feel an in home visit is the only way I can know exactly what the customer needs.” Titus is also 

Contact Me About a Free Fireplace Inspection.

months. Many of the people saw that there would always be trees dying and groves that needed cleaned up, so fuel for the wood stoves was plentiful.” Then, some stoves were imported 

It was also at this time that the states of Oregon, Washington and Colorado imposed strict smoke emission laws. So the companies had to redesign their stoves to meet those 
requirements. Then the Federal Government, through the EPA decided to make these same standards nationwide. Titus says, “The problem stemmed from the fact that in the western 

here in the Midwest, because we have no mountains and no valleys, and plenty of wind all winter long.” “But as you can see today, when the Federal Government sets up an Agency, or 
Department, they seem to only grow bigger and bigger and eventually are out of control.

Most of the Stove manufacturers that stayed in business put catalytic combustors in their stoves similar to the ones that are in the exhaust systems of automobiles. This was the least 
expensive way they could make their stove pass the emission tests. A few of the stove manufacturers decided to redesign their stoves so they could pass the emission tests without 
a catalytic combustor. The catalytic combustors were made to look similar to a honey comb, and were coated with two rare metals, Platinum and Palladium. These are metals that get 

emission laws, forcing the manufacturers to redesign their stoves each time, or go out of business. But here in America, we have people who seem to thrive on a new challenge, and 
designed stoves that burn virtually smokeless.

require only a 3” or 4” chimney. Two stoves made in Washington, the Kimberly, only holds two 3” x 10” logs, and the Katydid stove accepts four 4” X 8” logs. The nice thing about these 

throw away, and a 8” or 10” slice of a tree trunk is much easier to split than the larger 18’ to 24” logs. Titus tells his customers, “Don’t split your wood larger than your wife will lift, and that 
will make her very happy!” A few garbage cans full of wood can heat the average home for the whole winter. If you make the gathering and splitting of wood a family operation, then you 
will have more fun getting exercise. So if you want to be ready for the next power outage, with a wood stove that needs no electricity, and can even cook your food, and make electricity 

on electricity these days, and you can pay for the stove with your fuel savings.

Rick Titus in his   year of
selling and installing more

vent free gas logs.

- photo by Les Houser, Wright County Monitor
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If you have a fireplace that burns wood, you know that 
it loses all of its heat up the chimney. Rick Titus has a 
wood burning insert that will burn with the efficiency of 
a wood stove and fit inside your fireplace so it keeps 
your fireplace look. 

If you have a gas log in your fireplace it also sends all 
of its heat up the chimney. Rick has Vent Free gas logs 
that can burn as efficient as a gas cook stove and burn 
with the damper closed, thus keeping all the heat in the 
house. 

If you have one of the newer gas fireplaces that vents out 
the side of the home or up a chimney, Rick can convert 
it over to a Vent Free log and keep all the heat in the 
home. 

So no matter what kind of fireplace you may have, Rick 
has an efficient solution for it. Call Rick or email him at 
yahtitus@gmail.com or go to his web site below.  Rick 
even has new fireplaces and wood stoves that can heat 
your home even during a power outage.

Call Rick at 515-532-3881 or 515-293-2455
or visit www.fireplacesatthecountrystore.com

45thRick Titus of Clarion started his business, called “The Country Store”, in 1975 and even though he has moved 
into town now, he has no intention of retiring any time soon. “l enjoy and love doing this.” said Titus. “I’ve 
covered every corner of the state because I’m an expert, and that is not meant as a boast. I don’t think any-
one else in the state does exactly what I do.” What he does, is sell and install the Fuego Flame (brand name) 

oss a brochure for the 

soon displaying the units at county fairs and got some business. But then in checking back with his customers, to his amazement, he found out they were sending most of the heat up 
the chimney. 

were not burning like a wood stove, so I just kept looking. I was selling wood stoves, but not everyone wants a wood stove in their home. Then I found out about the Fuego Flame Fireplaces, which 

-

for themselves by saving the customers fuel,” Titus says. The inserts are made using 12-guage steel, which Titus said transmits the heat quicker because it’s lighter. Cool air from the house enters 

come close to putting out that kind of heat, for they send all their heat up the chimney.” 

can close the doors and then close the damper. The inserts also burn with their damper 95% closed, thus making the wood burn nice and slow. The twin glass doors are made using ceramic glass, 
which will take 1400 degrees temperature, so you never have to worry about breaking the glass with heat, and you get to enjoy watching the slow burning logs inside. These twin doors are easy to 

capable of heating up to 1,000 square feet of the average well insulated home, so if you have a power outage, these gas logs will keep you toasty warm, and keep the pipes from freezing in your 
home. 

all the work myself,” said Titus. “I don’t even charge for estimates when I come into your home. I feel an in home visit is the only way I can know exactly what the customer needs.” Titus is also 

Contact Me About a Free Fireplace Inspection.

months. Many of the people saw that there would always be trees dying and groves that needed cleaned up, so fuel for the wood stoves was plentiful.” Then, some stoves were imported 

It was also at this time that the states of Oregon, Washington and Colorado imposed strict smoke emission laws. So the companies had to redesign their stoves to meet those 
requirements. Then the Federal Government, through the EPA decided to make these same standards nationwide. Titus says, “The problem stemmed from the fact that in the western 

here in the Midwest, because we have no mountains and no valleys, and plenty of wind all winter long.” “But as you can see today, when the Federal Government sets up an Agency, or 
Department, they seem to only grow bigger and bigger and eventually are out of control.

Most of the Stove manufacturers that stayed in business put catalytic combustors in their stoves similar to the ones that are in the exhaust systems of automobiles. This was the least 
expensive way they could make their stove pass the emission tests. A few of the stove manufacturers decided to redesign their stoves so they could pass the emission tests without 
a catalytic combustor. The catalytic combustors were made to look similar to a honey comb, and were coated with two rare metals, Platinum and Palladium. These are metals that get 

emission laws, forcing the manufacturers to redesign their stoves each time, or go out of business. But here in America, we have people who seem to thrive on a new challenge, and 
designed stoves that burn virtually smokeless.

require only a 3” or 4” chimney. Two stoves made in Washington, the Kimberly, only holds two 3” x 10” logs, and the Katydid stove accepts four 4” X 8” logs. The nice thing about these 

throw away, and a 8” or 10” slice of a tree trunk is much easier to split than the larger 18’ to 24” logs. Titus tells his customers, “Don’t split your wood larger than your wife will lift, and that 
will make her very happy!” A few garbage cans full of wood can heat the average home for the whole winter. If you make the gathering and splitting of wood a family operation, then you 
will have more fun getting exercise. So if you want to be ready for the next power outage, with a wood stove that needs no electricity, and can even cook your food, and make electricity 

on electricity these days, and you can pay for the stove with your fuel savings.
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If you have a fireplace that burns wood, you know that 
it loses all of its heat up the chimney. Rick Titus has a 
wood burning insert that will burn with the efficiency of 
a wood stove and fit inside your fireplace so it keeps 
your fireplace look. 

If you have a gas log in your fireplace it also sends all 
of its heat up the chimney. Rick has Vent Free gas logs 
that can burn as efficient as a gas cook stove and burn 
with the damper closed, thus keeping all the heat in the 
house. 

If you have one of the newer gas fireplaces that vents out 
the side of the home or up a chimney, Rick can convert 
it over to a Vent Free log and keep all the heat in the 
home. 

So no matter what kind of fireplace you may have, Rick 
has an efficient solution for it. Call Rick or email him at 
yahtitus@gmail.com or go to his web site below.  Rick 
even has new fireplaces and wood stoves that can heat 
your home even during a power outage.

Call Rick at 515-532-3881 or 515-293-2455
or visit www.fireplacesatthecountrystore.com

45th

If you have a fi replace that burns wood, you know that it loses all 
of its heat up the chimney. Rick Titus has a wood burning insert 
that will burn with the effi  ciency of a wood stove and fi t inside your 
fi replace so it keeps your fi replace look.

If you have a gas log in your fi replace it also sends all of its heat 
up the chimney. Rick has Vent Free gas logs that can burn as effi  -
cient as a gas cook stove and burn with the damper closed, thus 
keeping all the heat in the house.

If you have one of the newer gas fi replaces that vents out the side 
of the home or up a chimney, Rick can convert it over to a Vent 
Free log and keep all the heat in the home.

So no matter what kind of fi replace you may have, Rick has an 
effi  cient solution for it. Call Rick or email him at yahtitus@gmail.
com or go to his web site below. Rick even has new fi replaces and 
wood stoves that can heat your home even during a power outage.

crop on the farm. Some produc
ers could elect the ARCIC pro
gram that combines the entire 
farm’s crop base acres, perhaps 
noting a higher risk of yield loss 
for 2021. ARC-IC farm eligibility 
is contingent on planting of a cov
ered commodity.

Johnson is an Iowa State Univer-
sity Extension and Outreach retired 
farm management specialist. He can 
be reached at sdjohns@iastate.edu.

RICHLAND 
FARMER TOPS 
STATE YIELD 
CONTEST

Aaron Adam of Richland har
vested a corn yield of 312.7 bush
els per acre to rank first among 
Iowa entries in the National Corn 
Growers Association’s (NCGA) 
2020 National Corn Yield Contest.

Adam planted Pioneer hybrid 
P1563AM for the winning contest 
entry, which ranked third nation
ally in the No-Till Non-Irrigated 
category among growers in Corn 
Belt states. He was the only top 
three finisher from Iowa in the 
national competition.

Don Stall of Charlotte, Michi
gan, produced the highest yield 
in the NCGA contest with a yield 
of 476.9 bushels per acre in the 
Conventional Irrigated category.

The 27 national winners in nine 
production categories had veri
fied yields averaging more than 
345.99 bushels per acre. 

State winners in Iowa were:
Conventional Non-Irrigated
 1. Chris Lindner, Keokuk, Beck’s 

Hybrids 6622AM, 305.8413; 2. 
Ralph Trumm, Cascade, LG Seeds 
Lg5525VT2RIB, 301.9615; 3. George 
Beardmore, Dorchester, Pioneer 
P1366AM, 300.3938.

No-Till Non-Irrigated
1. Aaron Adam, Richland, Pioneer 

P1563AM, 312.7265; 2. Michael Del
aney, Dubuque, Pioneer P1185AM, 
303.0375; 3. Todd Williams, Oakland, 
Pioneer P1366AM, 292.1130.

Strip, Minimum, Mulch or Ridge-
Till Non-Irrigated

1. Matt Biermann, Glenwood, Pio
neer P1563AM, 301.0391; 2. Craig 
Becker, Atlantic, Pioneer P1185AM, 
289.9834; 3. Donald Waters, Cumber
land, DEKALB DKC59-82RIB, 289.16.

No-Till Irrigated
1. Roy Folkerts, Inwood, Pioneer 

P1185Q, 285.0715; 2. Colby Winter, 
Lake City, Pioneer P1366Q, 280.6242; 
3. Todd Folkerts, Inwood, Pioneer 
P1185Q, 280.5726. 

Conventional Irrigated
1. Kim Dummermuth, Elgin, Pio

neer P1185AM, 292.9058; 2. Mark 
Schleisman, Lake City, AgriGold 
A6572 STXRIB, 286.0354; 3. Kent 
Beebe, Missouri Valley, Wyffels 
Hybrids W8266RIB, 281.3231.
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Email or send your favorite winter recipes. You may either email 
recipes to jgoolsby@ifbf.org or send to: Communications Division, 
Spokesman Recipes, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266.

Email your 
favorite 

winter recipes 
to 

jgoolsby@ifbf.org

For more ideas, visit iowafarmbureau.com/recipes

3 Cherry Pie with Almond Streusel
Velma Watts, Sac County

Ingredients: 
15 oz. tart cherries, 
drained

15 oz. sweet cherries, 
drained

1 tsp. almond extract
1 tbsp. Amaretto 
Liqueur

9” pie crust, can be 

homemade or store 
bought

Almond streusel:
1 c. flour
3/4 c. oatmeal
1/2 c. brown sugar
8 tbsp. margarine
1/2 c. sliced almonds

Instructions:
Make pie crust: Heat oven to 425 degrees Fahrenheit. Bake 10 min-
utes (or follow instructions on package). Cool while making the fi lling. 
Combine drained tart and sweet cherries, vanilla extract and liqueur. 
Put cherry mixture in cooled crust, and spread evenly. Almond streu-
sel: Combine fl our, oatmeal, brown sugar, margarine and sliced al-
monds in a food processor. Texture should be coarse crumbs. Top the 
pie with your streusel mixture. Bake at 425 degrees Fahrenheit for 10 
minutes. Reduce heat to 350 degrees Fahrenheit, and bake for 20 to 25 
minutes. Cool completely on wire rack. Enjoy!

It’s important for everyone 
in rural communities to work 
together to 
help pre-
vent farmer 
s u i c i d e s , 
a c c o r d -
i n g  t o 
Iowa Sen. 
C h a r l e s 
G r a s s -
l e y.  T h a t 
c o m m u -
n i t y- w i d e 
effort should include employees 
who work in county offi ces of 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) agencies, such as the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) or the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS), he said. 

Grassley, along with Sen. Jon 
Tester of Montana, sponsored a 
measure to implement training 
for USDA agency employees to 

help spot signs of stress in farm-
ers they enroll in federal price 
support programs and conserva-
tion plans. 

The training, Grassley said, 
would help the federal employ-
ees alert family, clergy or men-
tal health providers about the 
need to help farmers manage the 
stress and prevent suicides. 

The Grassley-Tester measure, 
called the Seeding Rural Resil-
ience Act, was included in the 
recently passed omnibus de  fense 
bill. Although President Donald 
Trump has threatened to veto the 
defense bill, Grassley said there 
are likely enough votes in Con-
gress to override the veto.  

“The bill’s important because 
we want to intervene as best we 
can in this era of low prices and 
natural disasters and all of the 
other things that agriculture 
faces,” Grassley said last week 

in a call with agricultural media. 
“We want to do everything we can 
to identify people under stress, 
so they don’t have the bad things 
happen that we know happened in 
the 1980s.”

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
the suicide rate is 45% higher 
in rural America than in urban 
areas. 

Grassley and Tester said those 
in rural communities face isola-
tion, distance from basic health 
care services, lack of broadband 
access, stigmas against receiving 
counseling and fi nancial burdens 
due to turbulent commodities 
markets.

These factors cause high-
er rates of stress for American 
farmers and ranchers, making 
it even harder for people in rural 
communities to get by, Grassley 
and Tester said.

Grassley

BILL TO HELP CURB FARMER SUICIDES   
The measure, co-sponsored by Iowa Sen. Charles Grassley, would boost training to spot stress.
By Dirck Steimel
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DES MOINES 
EDUCATOR 
WINS AG 
TEACHING 
AWARD

Rhonda Osborn, a fourth-
grade teacher from Des Moines, 
is the recipient of the Iowa Excel-
lence in Teaching about Agricul-
ture Award presented by the Iowa 
Agriculture Literacy Foundation. 

“Teaching agriculture is excit-
ing for the students to learn, fun 
to teach, and most importantly, it 
instills a passion for agriculture 
in each of the students,” said 
Osborn. “Students need to con-
nect agriculture to their lives and 
know the 
important 
role it plays 
in each of 
our lives.

O s b o r n 
has de sign-
e d  a n d 
dev  eloped 
agricultural units and taught 
them with her literacy program. 
Her work involves researching 
the subjects, creating lesson 
plans, designing STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and 
math) projects to go with each 
unit, applying for grants, sched-
uling live farm chats and fi nding 
other teaching materials. 

Her students study careers 
with their corn unit and compare 
and contrast fi eld corn, sweet 
corn and popcorn. Her soybean 
unit looks at the life cycle of the 
plant and researches technolo-
gies on the farm. Her beef unit 
identifi es cuts of beef and teach-
es vocabulary like heifer, cow, 
bull and steer. Her turkey unit 
compares wild and domesticated 
turkeys and maintaining healthy 
environments in turkey barns.

Osborn also integrates agri-
culture into her STEM activities. 
Her classes grow salads, create 
presentations on corn, celebrate 
agriculture by dressing up like a 
farmer and design farm machin-
ery with Legos.

Osborn will receive a $500 sti-
pend to support her continued 
efforts of integrating agriculture 
into curriculum. She hopes to 
expand her teaching efforts with 
literacy and informational text 
activities. She will also attend 
the National Agriculture in the 
Classroom Conference to be held 
in Des Moines next June.

OsbornACCURATE & EFFICIENT. SURE AT ANY SPEED. 

Perfect planting is a priority, speed is a bonus.
Maximized singulation up to 12 mph.

WWW.AGLEADER.COM

Perfect planting is a priority, speed is a bonus.
Maximized singulation up to 12 mph.

Dealer Logo + Contact Information

Proven Agronomic Benefits
These simple planter attachments are making it possible for 
more and more farmers to plant into higher levels of residue. 
Millions of acres are now planted this way each year and 
many of our customers are repeat buyers. 
¡ No-Till, Strip-Till, and Conventional-Till — All done best 

with Martin-Till
¡ Martin-Till Planter Attachments get results in tough 

planting conditions
¡ 3 Decades of continued innovation bring your planter 

the solutions that keep you moving in the field!
¡ Proven Agronomic Benefits make it an easy decision to 

choose Martin-Till for spring planting!

CLEAR FERTILIZECONTROL OPEN CLOSE

THE MARTIN-TILL®

PLANTING SYSTEM

Specializing in Planter Attachments & 
No-Till Equipment for More Than 30 Years!

(319) 698-4005  •  moellerag@cloudburst9.net
www.moelleragservice.com

Proven Agronomic Benefits
These simple planter attachments are making it possible for
more and more farmers to plant into higher levels of residue. 
Millions of acres are now planted this way each year and 
many of our customers are repeat buyers. 
¡ No-Till, Strip-Till, and Conventional-Till — All done best

with Martin-Till
¡ Martin-Till Planter Attachments get results in tough

planting conditions
¡ 3 Decades of continued innovation bring your planter

the solutions that keep you moving in the field!
¡ Proven Agronomic Benefits make it an easy decision to 

choose Martin-Till for spring planting!

CLEAR FERTILIZECONTROL OPEN CLOSE

THE MARTIN-TILL®

PLANTING SYSTEM

(319) 698-4005  •  moellerag@cloudburst9.net
www.moelleragservice.com

Specializing in Planter Attachments & 
No-Till Equipment for More Than 31 Years!

The right seed for  right  here.
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All for one and one for all.
Great for musketeers.
For seeds, not so much.

CROPLAN® seed delivers the right corn hybrid for your acres, backed 

by the latest insights and data. Matching the right hybrid to every 

acre is the first step in reaching the optimal yield potential for each 

of your fields and getting the best potential return on your crop input 

purchases. To find out more, contact your local CROPLAN® retailer 

or visit croplan.com

The right seed for  right  here.
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CROPLAN® seed delivers the right corn hybrid for your acres, backed 

by the latest insights and data. Matching the right hybrid to every 

acre is the first step in reaching the optimal yield potential for each 

of your fields and getting the best potential return on your crop input 

purchases. To find out more, contact your local CROPLAN® retailer 

or visit croplan.com
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All for one and one for all.
Great for musketeers.
For seeds, not so much.

CROPLAN® seed delivers the right corn hybrid for your acres, backed 

by the latest insights and data. Matching the right hybrid to every 

acre is the first step in reaching the optimal yield potential for each 

of your fields and getting the best potential return on your crop input 

purchases. To find out more, contact your local CROPLAN® retailer 

or visit croplan.com
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All for one and one for all.
Great for musketeers.
For seeds, not so much.

CROPLAN® seed delivers the right corn hybrid for your acres, backed 

by the latest insights and data. Matching the right hybrid to every 

acre is the first step in reaching the optimal yield potential for each 

of your fields and getting the best potential return on your crop input 

purchases. To find out more, contact your local CROPLAN® retailer 

or visit croplan.com

CUMBERLAND
21ST CENTURY COOP

712-774-5412
www.21stcoop.com 

PELLA
TWO RIVERS COOPERATIVE

800-223-5512
www.tworivers.coop
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Van Wall Equipment has pur-
chased the Horizon Equipment 
John Deere dealership locations 
in Adair, Audubon, Avoca, Man-
ning, Missouri Valley and Wood-
bine from the Puck family. 

These locations are now offi -
cially operating as Van Wall 
Equipment, further broadening 
the company’s John Deere foot-
print in Iowa.

“It is our goal to meet and 
expand the long-term track re -
cord of customer care and com-
mitment that has been the bench-
mark of the Puck family and their 
excellent team,” said Don Van 
Houweling, Van Wall Equipment 
president. 

VAN WALL EQUIPMENT PURCHASES HORIZON EQUIPMENT’S JOHN DEERE LOCATIONS
Four generations of the Puck 

family operated John Deere 
dealerships in western Iowa for 

94 years. 
“We see this organizational 

change as an opportunity that 

can bring new ‘Horizons’ for cus-
tomers and our associates as 
the mission to provide benefi -

cial partnerships remains,” said 
Nate Puck, Horizon Equipment 
chief executive offi cer.

WELDERS AND 
WELDING
SUPPLIES
•Forney Welders and
  Plasma Cutters
•Welding Supplies

SQUARE TUBE
CATTLE GATING
•1-1/4”, 1-1/2” & 2” 14-Gauge Tubing
•6 Bar •50’ Tall •Powder Coat Paint 

I-BEAMS, GUARDRAIL,
RAILROAD TIES, PRE-CUT
POST, CONTINUOUS
FENCE, SUCKER ROD

HIGHWAY SERIES
HEAD CART
Available in: •24’ •28’ •32’
•38’ •42’ •48’

HAY
FEEDING WAGON
•5’6” Tall •12 Gauge Feed Pan
•Feed Saving Design
•Available in 16’ 24’ & 32’

HAY FEEDING SKID
•8x8, 8x10, 8x16 Models
•12-Gauge Feed Pan
•5’6” Tall •Feed Saving Design

HAY
FEEDING WAGON

16’ STATIONARY 
CATTLE 

LOADING 
CHUTE

•Made for
Heavy

Feedlot 
Use

PORTABLE
HOG LOADING CHUTE
•24’ and 28’ Models •Driver Walkway
•Straight or 3-Way Load Out

16’ PORTABLE CATTLE 
LOADING CHUTE
•Load Height from 5’ Tall to
  Ground Height
•Access Door/Stop Gate & Catwalk

8, 10,
10HD,

12 & 12HD
PLACE BALE CARRIER

•Load Capacity 18,000 Lbs. - 38,000 Lbs. 
*Shown with optional Front Fender

FEED
BUNK 
POST
with 2 3/8” 
Pipe

712.439.6718 • 888.439.6788
www.teslaamfg.com • Hull, IA

with Te Slaa’s and get
more bushels per acre

•Load Capacity 18,000 Lbs. - 38,000 Lbs. 

with Te Slaa’s and get

MOUNTED ROLLING BASKET
•For use on field cultivators, discs, field finishers and rippers
•Optional flat or round bar •Taking orders for spring 2021

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm
Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial
Services. PR-WMA-B (7-20)

Sylvia Mork | 563.303.7722
SylviaMork.fbfsadvisors.com

Investments  |  Retirement  |  Financial Planning

Soybeans. Corn Hybrids. Alfalfa.

Nathan Platte
Latham Dealer®

319.239.3705

www.lathamseeds.com

Crane Creek Seeds

Toll Free: 1.877.GO.LATHAM

Independent. Options.

LAND 
AUCTION

430 ACRES M/L
SAT, JAN 23, 2021  

10:00 AM
AGENCY COMMUNITY 

CENTER,  
AGENCY, IA

TRACT I – 85 Acres m/l lo-
cated in Section 33, Highland 
Township, North of Dahlone-
ga Road.  75.81 Acres tillable.  
This is bare land, with an av-
erage CSR-2 rating of 66.8, 
with predominant soil types 
of Haig, Grundy and Redina. 
There are no improvements 
to this tract, which is located 
3 miles west of the intersec-
tion of Agency-Hedrick Road 
and Dahlonega Road or 2-1/2 
miles northeast of Ottumwa, 
Wapello County, Iowa.  Pos-
session on this tract is subject 
to current rental agreement for 
2021.  
TRACT II – 345 Acres m/l 
(Across the road from Tract 
I):  Improvements on the 
property consist of a 52’x108’ 
machine shed; approx. 
30,000-bushel grain storage; 
45’x60’ open-front machine 
shed; 3–20’x80’ Harvestores; 
and an older 56’x60’ barn & 
hog building.  Approximately 
290 Acres of this farm are cur-
rently enrolled in the Conser-
vation Reserve Program, with 
contracts expiring in 2025 & 
2026, with an annual payment 
of approximately $65,650.00 
per year.  This farm has ex-
cellent upland and productive 
creek bottom, with a high rate 
of return for the owner of this 
property.  
Tracts I & II will sell individu-
ally and will not be combined.

NANCY M. 
CUNNINGHAM 

ESTATE, OWNER
AL MARTIN RE 
& AUCTION CO.

641-682-5465      
www.almartinauctions.com



MARKET

Dyersville, Dec. 16 
Hay, large square, good, $175-210, fair, 
$105-175; large round, good, $110-
167.50, fair, $85-120, utility, $50-80. 
Straw, large square, good 3x4, $52-60, 
good 3x3, $27.50-28; large round, good, 
$35. Grass, large square, good, $125-160; 
large round, good, $100-140, fair, $60-75. 
Mixed, large square, good, $175-210; 
large round, good, $110-167.50.

Fort Atkinson, Dec. 16
Hay, big squares, first crop, $120-165, 
second crop, $105-165; first crop, 
rounds, $40-140, second crop, $80-155, 
third crop, $110-140. Grass, rounds, 
$75-150. Oat, rounds, $20-70.

Perry,* Dec. 12
Alfalfa, small squares, premium, $7.50, 
good, $5.50, fair, $3.50; large squares,
premium, $85, good, $65, fair, $50; large 
rounds, premium, $120, good, $85, fair, 
$65. Grass, small squares, premium, 
$7, good, $5.50, fair, $4; large rounds, 
premium, $85, good, $70, fair, $55, 
large squares, good, $70, fair, $50. Corn 

Stalks, $25. Straw, small squares, $3.50.
 
Rock Valley, Dec. 17
Hay - Alfalfa, large round, good, $135-
157.50, fair/good, $117.50-132.50, fair, 
$102.50-115, utility/fair, $90; medium 
square, premium, $195, good/premium, 
$165, good, $132.50-147.50; large square, 
good, $145-155, fair, $115. Alfalfa/Grass 
Mix, large round, fair/good, $110. Alfalfa/
Oat Mix, utility, $67.50. Grass, large round, 
fair/good, $112.50-122.50, fair, $92.50-105, 
utility/fair, $77.50-90, utility, $70; large 
square, fair/good, $117.50-120, utility/fair, 
$75. Oat, large round, utility, $70. Prairie/
Meadow Grass, large round, fair/good, 
$125. Rye Grass, large round, utility, $62.50. 
Straw - Corn Stalk, round, $40. Wheat, 
large square, $62.50-80; round, $40-80. 

Contacts:
Dyersville: 563-875-2481
Fort Atkinson: 563-534-7513
Perry: 515-321-5765
Rock Valley: 712-476-5541

*Perry hay prices are per bale. 
All others are price per ton.

HAY AUCTIONS 

IOWA CATTLE INVENTORY REMAINS LOW
Monthly cattle on feed report shows Iowa herd continues to lag year-ago levels.

U.S. cattle and calves on 
feed for the slaughter 
market in feedlots with 

capacity of 1,000 or more head 
totaled 12.04 million head on Dec. 
1, virtually equal to the Nov. 1 
total (11.97 million) and the Dec. 
1, 2019, inventory of 12.03 million, 
the USDA reported last week.

In Iowa, the Dec. 1 inventory 
was 610,000 head, down 2% from 
the Nov. 1 census and below year-
ago levels by 12%. At this time 
in 2019, the Iowa herd totaled 
690,000 head.

BRAZIL’S 20% BIOFUEL TARIFF 
DEVASTATING U.S. ETHANOL

U.S. ethanol exports to Bra-
zil are once again subject to a 
20% tariff after the two countries 
failed to reach a trade agreement 
during a short-term extension of 
Brazil’s tariff-rate quota (TRQ) 
that expired last week, Ethanol 
Producers Magazine reported.

The U.S. government on Sept. 
11 announced that bilateral trade 
discussions on ethanol with Brazil 
would take place during a 90-day 
period starting Sept. 14. 

During that period of discus-
sion, Brazil extended a TRQ that 
was in force as of Aug. 30. 

The TRQ allowed 750 million 
liters (198.13 million gallons) of 
ethanol to be imported duty-free 
on an annual basis. U.S. ethanol 
imports above that TRQ were sub-
ject to a 20% tariff.

TYSON FOODS IDLES  
IOWA PORK PLANT  

The Tyson Foods pork pro-
cessing plant in Columbus Junc-
tion was idled last week due to 
a mechanical malfunction in its 
refrigeration system.

Tyson said no one was hurt 
from the malfunction at the 
plant, but operations could 

remain halted for a few days for 
repairs.

The facility kills about 10,100 
pigs a day, or about 2% of the 
total U.S. slaughtering capacity, 
according to industry estimates.

In April, Tyson Foods closed 
operations at the plant to contain 
the spread of the coronavirus.

LAB-GROWN MEAT GOES  
ON SALE IN SINGAPORE

Cultured meat, produced in 
bioreactors using animal cells, 
has been approved for sale by a 
regulatory authority for the first 
time, Reuters reported last week. 

The “chicken bites,” produced 
by the U.S. company Eat Just, 
have passed a safety review by the 
Singapore Food Agency.

Dozens of firms are developing 
cultivated chicken, beef and pork 
using this method. 

Initial availability will be lim-
ited, the company said, and the 
bites will be sold in a restaurant 
in Singapore. The product will be 
significantly more expensive than 
conventional chicken until pro-
duction is scaled up.
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The structure of the 2020 soybean crop market is relatively flat. 
That’s not to say prices aren’t moving, but cash and deferred bids are 
nearly the same. 

The graph this week shows a snapshot of the mar-
ket structure for an example central Iowa elevator 
location (blue Xs) and the corresponding futures price 
levels (green bars) for delivery in December 2020 
through October 2021. 

The 2020 soybean crop cash prices are all within a 
5-cent range, and futures prices are in a 6-cent range. 
The graph also gives an early look at the 2021 crop 
value for cash and futures at the far right.

MARKETING INSIGHTS
By Ed Kordick

Kordick

‘DISINFORMATION’ BEING 
SPREAD AMID PORK DISPUTE

The de facto U.S. embassy in 
Taiwan last week decried “disin-
formation” from politicians about 
food safety amid a contentious 
decision by the island’s govern-
ment to allow imports of U.S. 
pork treated with ractopamine.

The main opposition party in 

Taiwan opposes the move on 
safety grounds, holding noisy 
pro  tests and flinging pig entrails 
in parliament, Reuters reported.

In a statement, the American 
Institute in Taiwan said all U.S. 
exports to the island and its other 
trade partners were safe and 
meet the same standards used in 
the United States.

Spot Prices 
Block Cheese $1.64
Barrel Cheese $1.452

Butter $1.456
NDM Grade A  $1.1465

Milk Prices
Dec. Class III $15.64
Dec. Class IV $13.42

LIVESTOCK MARKETS

CME Class III Milk Futures Closing prices Dec. 18, 2020

Price comparisons: Week ending: 12/18/2020 11/20/2020 12/20/2019 
Cattle - National 5 Area Confirmed Sales  46,262 86,543 49,246
5 Area 65-80% Choice Steers: Wtd Avg. $108.00 $109.96 $120.06
Average Weights (Estimate) Cattle 1392 1391 1381
Boxed Beef Choice 600-750 (5 day avg.) $208.63 $238.35 $209.70
Boxed Beef Select 600-750 (5 day avg.) $194.27 $214.98 $201.03
Five Day Average Hide and Offal Value $9.07 $8.43 $9.15
Cattle - Interior Iowa - Minnesota  
Supply: 14,440 21,997 18,407
Average Price Choice Steer: Live Basis $105.77 $108.16 $120.54
Average Price Choice Steer: Dressed Basis $163.85 $171.12 $191.85
Feeder Steers at River Markets (Neb. Feedlots) 
     #1 Muscle Thickness 500-600# $174.92 $163.68 $173.88
     #1 Muscle Thickness 700-800# $148.47 $146.55 $151.71
Hogs - Interior Iowa - Minnesota 
ISM Friday Weighted Average Carcass Price $51.00 $58.54 $47.26
Average Weights (Estimate) Hogs 290.4 289.1 287.0
Sows 1-3 300# and up: Average Price $37.19 $45.80 $27.78
Pork Loins 1/4” trimmed 13-19 pound $75.33 $77.66 $90.92
51-52% 200 pound Pork Carcass (5 day avg.) $72.98 $77.74 $77.09
Feeder Pigs: National Direct Delivered   
Feeder Pigs 10 Pounds Basis - Wtd Avg.  NA $37.76 $46.60
Feeder Pigs 40 Pounds Basis - Wtd Avg. NA $50.77 $65.70
Sheep - National 
Slaughter Lambs Negotiated Sales NA NA 4,400
Choice & Prime Wooled and Shorn 130-150 lbs $174.25 $188.00 $155.50
Slaughter Under Federal Inspection  Estimates Estimates Actuals
 Hogs: 2,412,000 2,434,000 2,473,000
 Cattle: 590,000 593,000 605,000
 Sheep: 37,000 36,000 42,000
Estimated Numbers through Saturday. Source: USDA Livestock Market News
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We are starting to see elevated positioning in the market 
ahead of the end of the calendar year. Historically, this 
would increase volatility in futures as positions were 

squared and profits were taken, or losses were cut and positions were 
balanced. 

In recent years, this has become less of a factor, especially in the 
cash market as more and more farmers work on a fiscal calendar 
rather than a yearly calendar. 

Year-end positioning can still be a factor, how-
ever. This is because the end of December is also 
the end of the quarter. We have seen a consider-
able volume of fund activity in the market in recent 
months, and to see them shore these positions up 
wouldn't come as a surprise. 

For the farmers that will be using the calendar 
year end for tax purposes, we tend to see elevated 
movement over the next two weeks. 

Normally, this would cause higher sales of soy-
beans to even out cash receipts as farmers can sell less inventory and 
generate more income than when selling corn. 

A change in this process in recent years has been the large amount 
of deferred payments we have seen. Many farmers in the U.S. make 
sales during the year and defer the payments until they know cash 
needs. This can prevent additional selling. 

Cash buyers across the U.S. pay close attention to this process, 
especially the end users. If it appears farmers are going to make heavy 
sales, they know they can hold back on their bids. 

This goes for movement into the new year as well. It isn't uncom-
mon to see farmers make heavy sales soon after the new calendar 
year begins. Farmers made heavy sales during and right after harvest 
this year, though, and may be tight-fisted with remaining bushels. 

Many are also still using government payments for cash flow, and 
new sales aren't needed. We have already seen basis firm consider-
ably in recent weeks, and a continuation wouldn't be surprising. 

We are also approaching the time of year when producers across 
the U.S. start locking in inputs for the next production season. This 
tends to give us our first real look at potential new crop acres. 

Private analysts have already been releasing their estimates, with 
nearly all calling for more soybeans and fewer corn acres than this 
year. Some of these changes are sizable, with upwards of 6 million 
acres shifting from one crop to the other. 

This is from the recent push we have seen in soybean values, giving 
that crop a higher projected return. The first official acreage estimate 
will come in the February USDA Outlook Forum data.

2020 CROP: We believe you 
should now be marketed on 
90% of your 2020 soybean pro-
duction. Soybeans have hit firm 
technical resistance, which is 
limiting price appreciation. We 
have taken advantage of recent 
futures moves for a favorable 
average price and will continue 
to do so.

2021 CROP: Given recent 
stren  gth in soybean futures, 
sales coverage of your 2021 soy-
bean production should now be 
extended to total 60%. We also 
feel you should start making 
sales of 2022 production with 
a 10% sale. Given the current 

MARKETS READY 
FOR YEAR END

2020 CROP: Corn futures have 
rallied in recent weeks, and this 
needs to be rewarded. Sales 
of the 2020 crop should now 
total 90% of production. Carry 
is starting to build in futures, 
which makes spring contracts 
more attractive for sales. Basis 
values should be monitored for 
opportunity as well.

2021 CROP: Sales of 2021 pro-
duction should now total 60% of 
your production. Sales of your 
2022 crop should now total 30% 
of intended production. This will 
start to layer in early price pro-
tection on uninsured bushels 
and capture historically high 
futures.  

FUNDAMENTALS: The Unit-
ed States is seeing demand for 
its corn build as nearly all other 

CORN STRATEGY

SOYBEAN STRATEGY

sources in the global market 
have depleted their exportable 
reserves. Given current produc-
tion worries, many claim they 
aren't eager to offer new-crop 
stocks, especially out of Ukraine. 
This is giving the U.S. the edge in 
the world market until mid-sum-
mer and possibly longer.

market structure, this gives ad -
equate protection from lower 
values, especially on uninsured 
production.

FUNDAMENTALS: Supply 
versus demand is the primary 
driver of today’s soy complex. 
We continue to see large exports 
of soybeans, and now the trade 
is focusing on elevated domes-
tic usage. The combination of 
these two factors could easily 
decrease soybean ending stocks 
from their current level.
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Neither AgriVisor LLC nor the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation is liable for any damages that 
anyone may sustain by reason of inaccuracy or inadequacy of information provided herein, 
any error of judgment involving any projections, recommendation or advice or any other 
act of omission. This publication is owned by the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation with advice 
provided by and copyrighted by AgriVisor Services LLC, 1701 Towanda Avenue, Bloomington, 
Illinois, 61701. No reproduction of any material in whole or in part of this page may be made 
without written consent.  

Cash Strategist Sales 
Recommendations

Prices are new crop 
or nearby futures

2020

12-18-19 — 15% sold @ $4.00
01-06-20 — 10% sold @ $4.00
01-21-20 — 10% sold @ $4.02
05-29-20 — 10% sold @ $3.40
07-02-20 — 10% sold @ $3.63
07-09-20 — 10% sold @ $3.60
08-17-20 — 15% sold @ $3.63
10-08-20 — 10% sold @ $4.07
10% unsold
_________________________
2021

01-21-20 — 10% sold @ $4.10
05-29-20 — 10% sold @ $3.70
07-09-20 — 10% sold @ $3.79
08-27-20 — 10% sold @ $3.92
09-22-20 — 10% sold @ $3.99
10-08-20 — 10% sold @ $4.06
40% unsold
_________________________
2022

09-22-20 — 10% sold @ $3.92
10-08-20 — 10% sold @ $3.98
10-27-20 — 10% sold @ $3.99
70% unsold

CORN

SOYBEANS
2020
10-11-19 — 10% sold @ $9.71
11-20-19 — 15% sold @ $9.34
12-18-19 — 10% sold @ $9.64
01-06-20 — 10% sold @ $9.74
06-05-20 —   5% sold @ $8.80
07-02-20 — 10% sold @ $9.00
07-09-20 — 10% sold @ $9.07
08-17-20 — 10% sold @ $9.16
10-08-20 — 10% sold @ $10.55
10% unsold
_________________________
2021
06-05-20 — 10% sold @ $8.87
07-09-20 — 10% sold @ $9.02
08-17-20 — 10% sold @ $9.19
08-27-20 — 10% sold @ $9.34
10-08-20 — 10% sold @ $9.81
10-27-20 — 10% sold @ $9.84
40% unsold

Cash Strategist Hotline: 
309-557-2274

Iowa Corn & Soybean Basis
CORN: (basis vs. March futures, 12/16/20)

NW $4.09 
 -0.18
SW       $4.10
 -0.18

NC $4.10 
 -0.18
SC       $4.15
 -0.12

NE $4.09 
 -0.19
SE       $4.10
 -0.18

SOYBEANS: (basis vs. January futures, 12/16/20)
NW $11.29 
 -0.55
SW       $11.35
 -0.48

NC $11.31 
 -0.53
SC       $11.32
 -0.52

NE $11.27 
 -0.57
SE       $11.47
 -0.37
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