


FARM BUREAU HISTORY

Farm Bureau is a voluntary membership organization that is like a chamber of commerce for farmers. The
programs and services that Farm Bureau provides for farmers are similar to what a chamber of commerce
does for small businesses: legislative and lobbying activities, member services, training and education, and
community and business development. Farm Bureau is not part of government, and does not receive support

from taxes or public funds.

Farm Bureau started in the state of New York in 1911. The "bureau" in Farm Bureau is used because the first
Farm Bureau was formed as a "bureau” or department of the chamber of commerce in Broome County, New
York. The first county Farm Bureau in lowa was organized in 1914. Then in 1918, county Farm Bureau leaders

organized the lowa Farm Bureau Federation.

IT STARTS AT THE COUNTY LEVEL

lowa, like almost all states, is divided into regional government units called counties. lowa has 99 counties,

which each include several villages and cities. The size of most lowa counties is about 30 kilometers by 30
kilometers, and county populations range from about 5,000 to 375,000 people. The total population of lowa

is about 3 million people.

Most of Farm Bureau's activity takes place at the county level. There is a Farm Bureau organization and office
in every county in lowa. Members join their local county Farm Bureau, whose annual membership dues range
from $35 to $50 per family. In lowa, there are about 153,000 families who are members of Farm Bureau

through their counties.
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A GRASSROOTS ORGANIZATION

A federation of the 100 county Farm Bureaus in lowa makes up the lowa Farm Bureau. The lowa Farm
Bureau is part of the 50 states and Puerto Rico that make up the American Farm Bureau Federation.
Nationally, more than 6.2 million families are part of the Farm Bureau

organization.

Farm Bureau is a democratic organization directed by its members.
County officers and the board of directors are farmers elected by
members. They provide leadership at the local level. Other farmer
members also serve on various county and state committees. At the
state level, the board of directors is eleven farmers elected by county |y state capitol building in Des Moines

delegates to serve as state president, vice president, and district

directors.

Policy for the organization is developed through a year-long grassroots opinion gathering process that
begins at the county level. Policy positions are adopted by county Farm Bureau delegates (one from each
county Farm Bureau) at the lowa Farm Bureau annual meeting. Those policies then direct the lowa Farm
Bureau's legislative efforts. State Farm Bureau representatives also meet at the annual American Farm

Bureau convention to formulate national-level policy positions for the organization.

Nearly 80 percent of farmers in lowa belong to the lowa Farm Bureau.
The organization’s services, programs and benefits are developed
based on the causes, concerns and needs important to farmers. Today,
our organization has four key focus areas: farmers and agriculture,
youth and education, community and rural development, and health

and wellness.

Farm Bureau members taking part in the
policy development process, lobbying
legislators at the state capitol



FBL FINANCIAL GROUP

In 1939, the lowa Farm Bureau Federation formed its own property and casualty insurance company, to

provide specialized farm insurance for its members. A life insurance company was started in 1945. Since then,
the Farm Bureau insurance companies have grown into large, successful businesses. The insurance companies
now operate in 15 states, with about 2,000 employees and 2,000 agents. The companies still sell property,
liability, and crop insurance to farmers, but they also offer medical, life, and vehicle insurance to individuals
and businesses. Farm Bureau's financial services companies also offer investment services and mutual funds.
The insurance clients are not just rural farmers, but also people who live in cities. A person must join Farm
Bureau to buy Farm Bureau insurance, so about half of the 153,000 members of the lowa Farm Bureau are

insurance clients, not farmers.

The Farm Bureau insurance and financial services companies are organized as subsidiaries of the holding
company FBL Financial Group, Inc. FBL Financial Group was originally privately owned by Farm Bureau, but
company stock was sold to the public in 1996. The lowa Farm Bureau remains the majority stock-holder, but

the company is now partially owned by 13 other state Farm Bureau organizations and public stockholders.

Dairy farmer Craig Lang, President of the Farm Bureau is an association of farm There are about 93,000 farms in lowa. The
lowa Farm Bureau Federation and Chairman families and non-farm members who average size of lowa farms is 134 hectares.
of the Board of FBL Financial Group, Inc. recognize that the prosperity of agriculture

is essential to the well-being of their
communities.

The lowa Farm Bureau Federation gets revenues from membership dues, dividends from the stock of its
insurance companies and other investments. The operating budget of the Federation is set each year by the

board of directors based on the goals of the organization and the policy initiatives in effect that year.



The lowa Farm Bureau Federation and the headquarters of the affiliated companies are located at the
lowa Farm Bureau building in West Des Moines. It was built in 1974 and more office space was added

in 1990.

The lowa Farm Bureau Federation has a staff of about 100 people.
Eighty people work at the headquarters building in West Des Moines,
and 20 regional managers are located around the state. The regional
managers each cover five county Farm Bureaus, managing local
operations and serving a liaison role between the county and state

organizations.

MEMBER BENEFITS

The lowa Farm Bureau offers a wide range of member benefits:
* medical insurance

* discounts on prescription drugs

* discounts on medical services

* life, disability, and long-term care insurance

* property insurance for houses, businesses, farms, and vehicles
* financial services

* Farm Bureau Bank

* marketing services

* carbon sequestration credits

* discounts on vehicles, farm equipment, tools, and hardware

* discounts on hotels

* discounts on entertainment

* Internet service

* free classified advertising in Farm Bureau newspaper



FIELD SERVICE

* County Farm Bureau coordination

* Membership recruiting

* Leadership training

* Young Farmer program
(ages 18-35)

* “Agriculture in the Classroom” program
(for school children)

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

* Policy development

* Local, state and national government
lobbying

* Legal assistance for farmers

* Environmental issues

* Tax and legal research

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS

* Weekly newspaper and monthly
magazine

* Video production

* Websites

* Public relations

* Membership marketing

FINANCE & ACCOUNTING

* Accounting

* Venture capital

* Investments in other companies

RESEARCH & COMMODITY SERVICES
* Economic analysis

* Marketing and risk management training

* Farm business training and services
* International trade
* Carbon sequestration credits

1IOWA FARM BUREAU DEPARTMENTS

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

* Health insurance and wellness programs
* Member services

* Education issues

* Rural vitality projects

* Value-added agriculture projects

* Renewable energy projects

COMMUNITY RESOURCES

* lowa Farm Bureau Foundation grants
* College scholarships

* Charitable giving

* Meeting planning

INFORMATION RESOURCES
* Computer and database services

DESIGN & PRODUCTION SERVICES
* Graphic design and word processing
* Printing

MANAGEMENT
* President and Executive Director
* Board of Directors coordination





